
Fabulous lilac season!
It's now been a full week since the set-

tler-era lilacs have been in full bloom — 
and aren't they abundant this year! 

According to Andrea Eidinger in 
A History of Lilacs in Canada, (www. 
unwrittenhistories.com/): "Evanescent 
and ephemeral, lilacs have been a part of 
the Canadian landscape for generations. 
An introduced species, they are a tan-
gible legacy of colonization and settle-
ment. But they are also signposts for lost 
homes, symbols of innocence, naiveté, 
and wonder, and landmarks of scientific 
experimentation. And, as such, they are a 
metaphor for the contradictory and com-
plex nature of Canadian’s past – unwrit-
ten histories in the form of a flower."
The Lilac Conspiracy

The Lilac Conspiracy was formed 
in 2003, in Merritt. The group, primari-
ly resident artists, designers, educators 
& publishers, wanted to increase the 
awareness of the heritage lilac bushes 
which are abundant in the Nicola Val-
ley. These were brought west by settlers, 
and planted when Europeans first came 
to the valley, from the mid-1800s to 1911 
when Merritt was incorporated as a city. 
The heritage lilacs consist of the common 
lilac (Syringa vulgaris), dark purple, and 
double white varieties.

Over the years, the Lilac Conspiracy 
has provided lilac slips from heritage 
plants, by donation, as an incentive 
to propagate them & continue the old 
stocks in the community.
Lilac Festivals in Merritt

The first lilac festival was held in 
2004, in mid-May when the lilacs were 
bursting with colour & fragrance. It was 
an art & music event in a heritage ware-
house in the downtown area — a huge 
success with a Bohemian style. The event 
appealed to those who love the flowers 
& enjoy art. Festivals were held each year 
until 2008, but ‘lilac awareness’ has con-
tinued to be promoted in a low-volume 
underground way ever since. Check out: lilacconspiracy.wordpress.com/
The Merritt Lilac Project The Merritt Lilac Project began in 2005 with Bill Vander 
Zalm donating well-started 4'-5' lilac trees to the citizens of Merritt. Over the next 
several years, more than 5,000 lilacs were planted in our community, thanks to his 
generosity. With this gift, the variety of lilac trees is greatly enhanced, extending the 
blooming season by at least 2 weeks. 

Now, 20 years on, the BVZ bushes continue thrive in our climate, adding to the 
beauty of the Merritt lilacs. And at this time of year, you can see one in nearly every 
yard! If Merritt has a season when it shines, lilac season is it!	 —KL

Community
TNRD 'M' & 'N' OCP open houses

Open houses to review the draft OCP 
highlight and provide feedback will be 
held May 12 at the Civic Ctre & May 13 
at the Lower Nicola Community Hall, 
6-8pm both evenings. Or check out the 
online survey: tnrd.ca/mn-ocp-2024 or 
250-377-8673 or ocp@tnrd.ca
Walk with your Doc

Saturday May 17, Doctors across BC 
are hosting "Walk with your Doc" events 
in their communities to encourage Brit-
ish Columbians to get moving for good 
health. The event will include music, 
food, sponsors, prizes, swag, and more, 
on 11am-1pm at Rotary Park.
Barrel racing at the Rodeo Grounds

The second evening of Nicola Valley 
Barrel Racing will take place Thurs May 
22, 7-10:30pm, free admission.
City open house 

The City of Merritt, council and staff, 
invites the public to attend a general open 
house on Wed, May 28, 4-8pm at the Civic 
Ctre. There will be info about: water sys-
tems & conservation, flood recovery proj-
ects, road projects, development & plan-
ning projects, permitting, FireSmart, etc.
Asthma education camp for kids

The BC Lung Foundation will be of-
fering their Asthma Education Camps 
again this summer, a fun, educational 
setting for children ages 8-10 (with phy-
sician-diagnosed asthma) to learn about 
their asthma and enhance their man-
agement skills from certified asthma 
educators. Dates are: Summer Camp 1, 
July 21-24, 1-4:30pm each day; Summer 
Camp 2, August 11-14, 1-4:30pm each 
day. In-person at the BC Lung Founda-
tion, 2675 Oak St, Vancouver. They are 
also offering a $1,000 travel subsidy for 
qualified registrants living outside of 
Metro Vancouver and the Fraser Valley.

FMI email biagtan@bclung.ca, or call 
directly at 778-994-7754.
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More from Lily Tomlin
I can handle reality in small doses, but as a lifestyle, it's much too confining.

Man invented language to satisfy his deep need to complain.
Things are going to get a lot worse before they get worse.

What goes up must come down. But don't expect it to come down where you can find it.
I bought a box of animal crackers, but there was nothing inside. They'd eaten each other.

M E R R I T T  M O R N I N G Please 
recycle

Tel: (250) 378-1864 • printing@kentem.ca
2025-Unit A Granite Ave., Merritt

Booklets, cards, posters, tickets, invitations,
Custom vinyl labels & stickers
Wide format prints & drawings

Full range of custom printing & design

To book  250-936-9200
www.desertdivasanddonsspa.com

1751 Granite Ave., Merritt ~ by appointment only

unblemished 
five star rating

-Rapid weight loss
-Lymphatic drainage 

massage
-Wart, skin tag, mole removal
-Stretch mark removal
-Scar removal
-Custom medical facials
-Laser hair removal
-Ipl (age spots, rosacea 

veins, collagen induction)
-Skin tightening, brightening 

and lifting
-Eczema, psoriasis, acne 

vulgaris and most other 
skin conditions

-Real non-surgical facelift

-Tripolar ultrasound
-RF microneedling 
-Trifractional skin resurfacing
-Skin peels
-LED therapy (red light, blue 

light, nur light)
-Stem cells
-Peptides
-Medical grade skincare 

products
-Dermaplaning 
-Mesotherapy 

Our Services:

0% 
Same day 
financing!

SOIL • MULCH • COMPOST
SAND • GRAVEL

Tuesday to Friday 3:30pm - 6:30pm
Saturdays 8am - 12pm

250-546-7292
1236 Midday Valley Rd.

Join our growing property management  
team in Merritt, BC

Royal Lepage Merritt Real Estate Services Ltd is a 
trusted leader in the Nicola Valley real estate market. 
As we continue to expand, we are seeking a licensed 
property manager.

If you are a licensed property manager with a strong 
track record we'd love to hear from you.

For those new to this field, we offer a mentorship 
program to support you in obtaining your property 
management license. 
We offer:

Hands on Training	 Competitive salary 
Guidance & Support	 Medical & Dental

Ideal candidate should have:
Excellent communication skills
Collaborative mindset
Manage a significant portfolio of properties
Property management Licence
If you are ready to advance your career in Property 
Management, contact: Claudette Edenoste at Royal 

Lepage  Merritt Real Estate Services Ltd.
Send resume to: claudetteedenoste@royallepage.ca
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Aries
March 21 
- April 19

Don't waste the potential that 
the cosmos brings your way. If 
you tap into the Full Moon en-
ergy, and think before you act, 
everything you do can be con-
structive.

Leo
July 23 - 
Aug 22

This week, the only option is 
to not to bother trying to fool 
(or please) anyone. Be true to 
yourself & the achievements 
you're hoping for, and you'll find 
a sense of peace.

Sagittarius
Nov 22 -  
Dec 21

You value honesty and sincerity. 
Good. Because under the Full 
Moon this week, if you speak 
from your heart, you can make 
a decision that changes your 
destiny.

Taurus
April 20 - 
May 20

This week, reconsider evi-
dence which is making you 
concerned - you may be cre-
ating something in your own 
mind. There's less reason to 
worry about than you think.

Virgo
Aug 23 - 
Sept 22

This week a tricky situation 
reaches its climax. But you'll 
find it easy to stay calm. If you 
can ride through this storm, 
you'll be ready to take advan-
tage of a breakthrough insight. 

Capricorn
Dec 22 - 
Jan 19

This week's Full Moon will 
have an intensifying effect. 
Just know that you're capable 
of dealing with it. You'll emerge 
stronger, and more confident 
about the future. 

Gemini
May 21 - 
June 20

This week, you'll find it easier 
to focus on the positive. With a 
more optimistic mindset, you'll 
attract more support. It will re-
mind you of all that's good in 
your world.

Libra
Sept 23 - 

Oct 22
With everything you've been 
dealing with lately, your per-
spective has been skewed. This 
week won't be problem-free. 
But the Full Moon brings posi-
tive developments.

Aquarius
Jan 20 -  
Feb 18

Is patience really is a virtue? 
With the Full Moon adding in-
tensity, the last thing you need 
is to sit around twiddling your 
thumbs. Here comes exciting 
news you need to act on.

Cancer
June 21 - 
July 22

It may appear to have fewer 
obstacles, and be straight & 
clear, but it doesn't mean that 
the journey you've embarked 
on doesn't have difficulties. 
Take another look at a project.

Scorpio
Oct 23 - 
Nov 21

This week, the voice of your 
inner wisdom will be loud and 
clear. Follow it, and you'll be 
able to deal with your current 
issues and achieve surprising-
ly good results.

Pisces
Feb 19 - 
Mar 20

This week it might seem that 
aspects are more dramatic 
than they are. But you've got 
a parachute - luck is on your 
side. You'll end the week in a 
great position.

This week’s horoscope
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 personal

LOOKING FOR a harding working per-
son to put 500 sq ft of  imitation rock on a 
foundation.  3780--5661
WTD: landscaper/ gardener, steady, 
monthly contract possible. Paul 378-2337
GET AN EARLY START on summer. 
Need someone to take care of your home 
or small farm? Honest & reliable. Bill 
315-3621
ARE YOU BULIMIC or do you suffer 
from compulsive over-eating? We care 
…..we offer hope.   Contact:  oa.org  for 
info. on: face-to-face, and Zoom meet-
ings.  Overeaters Anonymous  is a based 
on the 12 steps. FMI R.B at PO Box 
1889, Stn. Main, Merritt, BC, V1K 1B8
ALANON (for friends & families of al-
coholics) every Monday @ 7pm Trinity 
United Church Hall
ELKS EVENTS: Every Wednesday 
Bingo, doors open 11am, ends 3pm. Ev-
ery Friday Nite Bingo, doors open 4pm, 
ends 10pm. 1701 Coldwater Ave.
NA MEETINGS are held each Tues, 
Thurs & Sun 7pm at the United Church, 
1899 Quilchena Ave.
AA MEETINGS Wed., Fri., Sat. At 
7pm, Mon. Noon at Trinity United 
Church, 1899 Quilchena Ave.

services

NEED HELP AT HOME? I offer pro-
fessional, flexible, reliable, friendly, and 
dependable cleaning and caregiving ser-
vices. Please call or text: 250-879-5383
JPV ENTERPRISES: Landscaping 
(lawn care, hedging, pruning, gardening), 
general labour.  Licensed, equipped.  On 
Facebook. 250-28-7077
JOE, THE COMPUTER GUY. Repairs, 
upgrades, on-site service 604-377-0274
HOUSE & YARD MAINTENANCE: 
Landscaping, fencing, painting, home 
repairs, tree removal, hedge clipping, 
gardening, weeding, etc. 315-8087
SHELLY'S BANNOCK & Catering & 
other goodies 936-8368
DOG GROOMING (All Sizes). I have 
a few openings for new clients, located 
off Iron Mountain Road... please text or 
leave a message 604-220-7353 
SCRAP FOR CASH. I'll come to you. 
Batteries, brass copper, aluminum, stain-
less, wire. Call or msg 604-618-8710, or 
the middleman@shaw.ca Fast service,
TOPS: Take Off Pounds Sensibly weight 
loss support groupMeet Tuesday morn-
ings. FMI Iris 378-8182
CERTIFIED TREE FALLER, w/ wd 
chipper, sml truck & trailer, will do resi-
dential, fruit trees, etc. 378-6431
EAGER, RELIABLE man w/ 4x4 truck 
& trailer, avail. Dump runs, deliveries, 
plywood, sand, gravel, appl., housewares 
Greg 315-7525, (250)320-2054 Fast, 
courteous service

employment opportunity

YARD MAINTENANCE: 1 day/week, 
riding lawnmower, weed eating, yard 
work. May to September. Resume to 
info@nicolavalleyhoney.com  or phone 
250 378-5208
CARETAKER WANTED. Live in mo-
bile home or RV couple pref'd. Plumbing/
contractor background, tractor operation 
for mobile home park. 40-60 hrs per mo. 
Send resume to rentals@kleingroup.com

for sale - appliances

ARCTIC AIR a/c 5000btu 18.5wx-
15.5dx12"h $25. Kenmore a/c 12,000btu 
18wx15dx22 $100. Wshr/dryer $300/
pr. Elect. fireplace w/ remote $100. Gas 
stove, dbl oven, Americana $150. Inglis 
fridge $75 315-0415
ANTIQUE fridge, working, 1950s Har-
vester 378-4201, 778-639-0323
2-GAL. deep fry cooker, used 2x, offers 
378-7169
INGLIS fridge, gd wrkng cond $50 
378-7995AIR COND. 12,000btu, 
19"x21.5"x14" high $300. Brian 936-
8547 aft 6pm

for sale - automotive

4  SALIUN tires 205/55/R16 M+S, used 
for 5 months $225 378-2226 after 5pm
FREE: canopy for 06 Ford, gd shape, 
short box 378-7502
4-P245X75RX16 m+s tires.  80% tread. 
$200 378-4947
2000 DODGE Dakota 4x4, 4.7ltr V8 
auto, just had mtr replaced at Rivershore 
Dodge & nw radiator $3500obo or con-
sider trade. Brian 936-8547 aft 6pm

FOUR 235/65R17 winter snow flake 
tires, sell together only, 60% tread. 
$150.00. phone 250-315-2249
4 ALL-SEAS. Goodyr tires 235/45R19", 
used 6 mos $800obo 936-8330
RUNNING brds w/ mounting brckts, 
blck, brnd nw, 79"lx6" for Dodge 1500 
$700 Brian 936-8547 aft 6pm
2005 FORD F350 diesel truck, canopy 
and extended cab, 170,300 Km + all up-
grades. Exc cond. $22,000. 280-2540
4 WINTER tires, 225/65/17, 65-70% 
left $65ea 378-7702

for sale - pets / livestock

FREE: pure white rooster, 2 yrs old. 
Paul 378-2337
PITBULL puppies born Feb 28, ready 
now. Andrew 778-538-3682
3 FEMALE kitties to gd homes 250-
682-2012
LANGSHAN rooster free to gd home,  
only 6 mos old, beautiful & great in a 
flock. We had 4, nd only 1. 604-309-4823
8 RHODE ISLAND red chickens, 1 year 
old, all are laying $15  per bird 378-28325
RAMSHORN snails $5 ea (604)210-6597
2 CATS, FREE. Cats accessories includ-
ed to go with the cats. Text 315-8415

for sale - miscellaneous

ARROWHEADS & fossils. Fox head 
black fur stole. Curtains, 6 nw, long & 
elegant. Variety of garden planters. Old 
& new books, many varieties. 378-9645
LRG patio planter, 80"x32"x38"h, fully 
enclosed w/ screen, hinged top for access 
$200obo Ross 378-5404
BABY plum trees $5, baby horsechestnut 
trees $10, baby clove currant bushes $5. 
378-2410
RESTAURANT EQUIPT: stove, dp 
fryer, cold tbl, commerc. sink, tbls, chairs, 
plates, cutlery, smallware, more $8000 for 
the lot. Brian 936-8547 aft 6pm
ANTIQUE dbl bed for house/gar-
den$40. Antique doll crib $50. Antique 
elect. auxiliary heater, copper/chrome, 
fancy $50 378-9645
2 STAINED GLASS doors, glass knobs 
& hardware $250. 378-9645
ANTIQUE Blaupunkt cabinet tube radio 
w/ record player & glass side cabinet, 
made in Germany $300 378-4031
UNPASTEURIZED raw honey: $40 for 
8 cups, $20 for 4 cups, $10 for 2 cups, $5 
for 1 cup. 378-4947
GRANNY’S House Quilting & 
Retreat has sewing notions from  
Pat's Patches 378-3734 

for sale - furniture

3 SEAT RECLINING mixed blue ve-
lour Sofa   $20 936-8149
RECLINER $300 378-4619
4-PC qun-sz bdrm set. China cabinet & 
hutch, drk wd, sell together or sep. Brnd 
nw rocker/recliner, tan col. 378-9607
for sale - electronics/software

YAMAHA 100w subwoofer syst. YST-
SW160 $30obo. 2 speakers Nuance Spa-
tial Grand 360 MK1, sz: 42"hx12"x12" 
$75obo. Centre Channel PSB speaker 
Alpha subsonic 5, sz 27" long x12" deep 
x8"high $50obo 315-0074
CD-2E SD/CD RECORDER for sale; 
record, listen to, burn CD's, reduced price 
$100. 378-9899
SIRIUS w/ acc., nw cond $100 378-9169
COMPUTER keyboard & mouse $25. 
Joann 778-389-9365
VINTAGE BELL & HOWELL autoload 
projector with portable screen. $50. Four 
KODAK slide trays  $20 378-6787
FREE: 25" Samsung computer monitor, 
flat screen. HP all-in-one copier/printer/
scanner w/ paper. Joann 778-389-9365
2 BOSE bookshelf indoor speakers 
$200/pr. 2 bookshelf outdoor speakers, 
incl lots of speaker wire $125 378-6915

for sale - recreational

WOODS camping cots, adult sz, used 1x 
$50ea, $80/both 315-0074
3HP Johnson outboard motor  $600. Hid-
den Heavy duty trailer  hitch  for pick-
up $200. 378-6027
1988 CITATION 5th wheel, 30 
feet. New tires, awning, brakes and bear-
ings.  Everything works great, no leaks, 
sleeps 6. $15,000. 778-866-0416
2016 ARCTIC CAT trv, windshield, 
winch, bumper, 3700km $1000 315-3071
2009 WILDWOOD LE SPORT 35 ft 
toy hauler, one slide 378-5928

TRADE 14' Jumpking trampoline for 
smaller trampoline (min 8'). 378-2410
12' ALUM. boat & trailer w/ swivel 
seats, Minn Kota 50 outbrd mtr, oars 
$1200 250-261-4363
1998 5TH WHL trvl trlr, 27', 9400lb, 
a/c, stereo/tv, rear kitch. $6500obo or 
consider trade. Brian 936-8547 aft 6pm
2 SWIVEL boat seats $50 315-3155
FEDERAL Premium 6.5 Terminal As-
cent 130 grain ammunition by the box, 
$70/box. Steve 315-5909
SLEEPING BAG by Chinook, called 
the beast. Good to -40. Nw/nvr used. 
$300, they are $450 new.  250-755-6817
LOADING ramp for ATV Joe 378-5100
TWO NEW 8.5-ft Barclay sound wood-
en oars  $150  378-6787
1993 38' MOTORHOME,  Pace Arrow, 
8.3l Cummings diesl, Allison Trans., 
10,000 diesl generator, back-up cam, 
dual a/c, rns extremely well $19,000 obo 
Brian 936-8547 aft 6pm
OXFORD motorcycle tank bag, , mag-
netic, expands to 30ltr, converts to back-
pack, waterproof, has map reader, gd 
shape 378-1843 aft 5pm
LEFT HANDED 308 Savage Axis rifle 
lk nw condition. Rifle sited in, less than 
30 rounds shot. Vortex diamond back 
12x40 scope. $600 with scope $400 with-
out scope. Or trade for 30/30. 280-4004

for sale - tools/equipment 

2021 EQUIPT TRLR bumper pull, 20ft 
deck, tandem 14,000lb axles, exc shape 
$7500 315-3071
225V MILLER welder and cables. Oxy 
and Act gauges, 4 small tanks, hoses, 
bottle cart  $200. 378-6787
2021 DBL B equipment trlr, 8.5' axle, 
20' dck, 6700lb axle, low mil., exc shape 
$7500 firm 315-3071
8" BANDSAW $200. 8" table saw 
$300. 12" planer $200. Router table 
$200 378-0423
2 LARGE wood stoves, 1 Ashley & oth-
er $250ea 280-0543
SANDBLASTER 36"x24"x24", vry gd 
cond. Joe 378-5100
18"X42" mower blade, off riding lawn-
mower $200obo 378-7057

wanted/wanted to buy

RECORDS, hockey cards, Johnny Cash 
memorabilia. Tom 778-288-4095
LOOKING FOR a working Am/FM re-
ceiver or plus components, text 378-7333
SMALL LIGHT WEIGHT travel 
trailer with toung weight of 350lbs and 
the weight of 1500 lbs for under $5000.  
suzannesaumure@hotmail.com
FULLY equipped cmpr van, Chev/Dodge 
pref'd $2000 range, cash 250-460-2004

for sale house/property

MOBILE HOME. $155,000-$180,000. 
2 Bd, 1 Bth. 5% dwn, 3.89% interest 
in Diamond Vale Mobile Home Park.  
rentals@kleingroup.com, 604-670-9900
LAND FOR SALE: Build your dream 
home on an amazing 1.44 acre Nicola 
River waterfront property at 2299 Bur-
gess Ave. 250-252-5060 
EXC COND 2-bdrm Sandpiper apt, grnd 
lvl, suit. for handicap $235,000 378-7502
MANUFACT'D home, 2 bdrm, 1 bath, 
call to view 1-800-361-8111, 315-1000 
buyandsellmobilehomes. com

for rent

2-BDRM lgl bsmt ste, nr twn, Jun 1, 
n/p, nw appl., w/d hk-up 2337 Coutlee. 
378-2047
FURN'D ROOM entuite bthrm, 11km 
west of Merritt, country setting 378-4476
4000SQFT shop/warehouse for lease in 
Low. Nic.,  500sqft mezzanine,  500sqft 
office space, 3-phs electrical, bthrm, gas 
furn,, air compressor, 14' x 14' dr, outside 
space avail. Call/text 604-534-1401
SHOP/WAREHOUSE.  1000sqft shop/
warehouse plus 1000sqft mezzanine for 
lease, Radiant heat, bathroom,  12'x12' 
door. Call or text  604-534-1401
2600 SQFT SHOP, 16' ceiling, 14' door, 
5 ton overhead crane, 3 phase electrical, 
gas furnace, bthroom, Low. Nicola, Call/
text 604-534-1401
2040 BIRCH AVE, #3 2-bdrm, 1-bth, 
newly remodelled, nw floors & paint 
$1500. John 425-772-3400
BACHELOR suite, furnished, util incl. 
Prince Motel 378-6899
LRG 2 bdrm apt in quiet lakefront nw 
home, N/P, N/S  Ref req'd.  604-727-5632

www.ExperienceMerritt.com
1-778-661-0879

Digital displays capture 400% more
views than static displays.

DIGITAL SIGN
Tourism Nicola Valley

BOOK NOW

MERRITT PICKLEBALL CLUB
For court times & dates

call Dave 250-280-9985 or
Stephen 778-709-0363 

merrittpickleballclub@gmail.com

FREE CLASSIFIEDS — Call 250-378-5717
or email market@uniserve.com

9th winter artisan show
The Nicola Valley Arts Council has 

expanded their artisan gift shop hours: 
Mondays 10am-5pm, Tuesdays closed, 
Wednesday-Saturday 10am-5pm, and 
Sundays 12-4pm.

They have a great selection of hand-
made gifts and treasures, something for 
everyone on your list. Stop by and sup-
port the Nicola Valley talent this holiday 
season. The shop will be open with the 
new extended hours until Dec 23, 10am-
2pm on Tuesday, Dec 24. The Arts Centre 
will be closed Dec 25 - Jan 7.

Permit renewal time
Dog licences & small fire permits  

must be renewed annually, and expire 
December 31 each year. A business li-
cence regular fee is $150, but there is a 
10% discount if paid by Dec 31 — and a a 
20% penalty if it is not paid by March 1. 

Community
Merritt Art Group at the Library 

The Merritt Art Group invites local 
artists to drop in for watercolour, oil or 
acrylic painting or sketching and draw-
ing.They meet every Tuesday, 10am-2pm 
at the Merritt Library. FMI call Gail 250-
378-9170, Shirley 250-378-9442, or talk to 
Claire at the Library. 
Nicola Valley Vendors Christmas 
market 

Saturday December 7, from 9:30am-
3pm at the Civic Center.
NVIT Christmas craft fair 

NVIT will hold its annual Christmas 
Craft Fair Dec 12 at both the Merritt and 
Vancouver campuses.
Christmas Lights bus tour 

The Merritt Lights bus tour runs De-
cember 15, for seniors homes, and De-

cember 16, for the public. If there are enough pre-registrations, Merritt Transit may also 
offer tours on December 17 & 18. Riders will meet the bus at Merritt City Hall, 2185 
Voght Street, ahead of the 6pm. departure time. Tickets for this 2-hour bus tour are $5. 
Contact Merritt Transporation Society, reserve by calling 250-378-4080.

One of the best  
parades ever!

Parade participants — on the floats & 
on the sidewalks — are all in agreement 
that Friday's parade was one of the best 
EVER!

More than 50 floats makes this one of 
the biggest in Country Christmas' histo-
ry, but the 'wow' factor was over the top!

Lights, costumes, kids, & big rigs 
made this one outstanding — one for the 
books! 

Momento
Jan Bislin & Jonathan Chan became 

friends as youngsters, attending music 
festivals & competitions. And togeth-
er they went on to study under one of 
North America’s leading string pro-
fessors, Taras Gabora. They also both 
attended at the prestigious Guildhall 
School of Music in London, where they 
formed Momento. 

Since then, they have toured inter-
nationally, performing in Switzerland, 
Scotland, Germany, France, Italy, Roma-
nia and Saudi Arabia and beyond.

Jan & Jonathan, both pianists & vio-
linists, will play two concerts in Merritt 
— while Jan visits his mom here, over the 
holidays. And it is an amazing opportu-
nity for Merritt, with their repertoire of 
classical, modern, jazz & gospel music.

Both concerts will be held Decem-
ber 15 — the first starting at 2:30pm at 
Trinity United Church, 1899 Quilchena 
Ave.; the second at Merritt Seventh-Day 
Adventist Church, 2190 Granite Ave., 
starting at 7pm. Tickets are by donation, 
suggested minimum $10. To reserve your 
seat, email Jan’s mom, Jana, at jana0209@
gmail.com or call 604-309-4823.
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Me: It doesn't have a tail, so I'm pretty sure it's a hamster.  
Tech support: *sigh* Fine. Right click on your hamster...

I took an elevator up to the eleventh floor for a meeting. As I got out, the operator said "Have 
a good day, son." "Don't call me son," I said. "You're not my dad." He scratched his head, 

"No, but I brought you up, didn't I?" After my meeting, I got back on the elevator to go 
back down, and the same operator was there. I said nothing to him, but when we got to the 
ground floor, he said to me, "I'm sorry." "Because you thought you were my dad?" I asked 

him. He shook his head. "No, son, because I let you down."

Lilac W
atch 2024

On special this week
100% Canadian aa/aaa 

BarOn Of Beef rOasts    
Come check us out!

STORE HOURS
Tuesday to Friday 10am - 6pm

Saturday 10am - 5pm
2051 VOGHT ST., BEHIND KEKULI CAFE, MERRITT   250.378.5817

Many brands experience a
significant increase (as much as
33%) in sales after implementing
digital signage.

www.ExperienceMerritt.com
1-778-661-0879

DIGITAL SIGN
Tourism NIcola Valley

BOOK NOW

Tel: (250) 378-1864 • printing@kentem.ca
2025-Unit A Granite Ave., Merritt

Booklets, cards, posters, tickets, invitations,
Custom vinyl labels & stickers
Wide format prints & drawings

Full range of custom printing & design

M E R R I T T  M O R N I N G Please 
recycle

To book  250-936-9200
www.desertdivasanddonsspa.com

1751 Granite Ave., Merritt ~ by appointment only

Non-surgical facelift
Rapid weight loss
Hair restoration 
Laser hair removal
IPL age spots, veins, rosacea
Lymphatic drainage massage 
Wart, skin tag & mole 

removal
Custom luxury facials 

 Wrinkle removal/skin 
tightening 

LED light therapy
Stretch mark/scar removal

Spoil and Pamper your loved one  
this Christmas with a gift certificate 

for the ultimate in relaxation 
**$100 Gift Certificate** - Enjoy $110 in services! 
**$200 Gift Certificate** - Enjoy $240 in services! 
**$300 Gift Certificate** - Enjoy $400 in services! 
**$400 Gift Certificate** - Enjoy $550 in services! 
**$500 Gift Certificate** - Enjoy $750 in services! 

**$750 Gift Certificate** - Enjoy $1,200 in services! 
**$1,000 Gift Certificate** - Enjoy $1,600 in services!

Merritt Country Christmas 
Committee presents

NOVEMBER 
25 TO

 30, 2024

MERRITT ART GROUP
Merritt Library, Tuesdays 10am - 2pm

Welcomes

All Artists!

Enjoy the 
camaraderie of 
other artists

Interested? Contact Gail 250-378-9170 or Shirley 250-378-9442

Merritt Library
Every Tuesday
10am-2pm

Drop-in, casual, 
no charge

Work on your 
own paintings 
in a relaxed 
& supportive 
setting

Network with 
other artists

This is non-instructional, 

not a beginner’s class. 

Must have your own supplies

Aries
March 21 
- April 19

This week there will be obli-
gations to fulfill. But they'll be 
surprisingly easy to deal with. 
As long as you stay positive and 
open-minded, you'll handle any 
problems with style.

Leo
July 23 - 
Aug 22

This can be a season of very 
good will. By changing your 
attitude towards your responsi-
bilities, and thinking more posi-
tively about them, you'll be able 
to lighten your load, and find joy.

Sagittarius
Nov 22 -  
Dec 21

You can be a catalyst for open 
communication. By tuning into 
people's unvoiced expecta-
tions, you can anticipate prob-
lems, and smooth them over so 
that everyone has a good time.

Taurus
April 20 - 
May 20

Your determination to be fair 
(even when you're having fun), 
and wise (even when you're 
being silly), can be misunder-
stood. Expect to be appreciat-
ed for all your qualities.

Virgo
Aug 23 - 
Sept 22

With your strong communi-
cation skills, you'll be instru-
mental in creating harmony 
this week. You can persuade 
people to reach agreement, in 
so many social situations.

Capricorn
Dec 22 - 
Jan 19

This week, you're perfectly 
placed to make important con-
structive connections. Reveal 
your vulnerable side, and you'll 
build relationships that support 
you long into 2025.

Gemini
May 21 - 
June 20

As long as you're working for 
what you believe to be right, 
you'll be successful. If you keep 
open-minded, and are prepared 
to adapt your views, you can 
work transformational magic.

Libra
Sept 23 - 

Oct 22
This week brings developments 
that show you how much you're 
valued and appreciated. Posi-
tive affirmations will empower 
you to let go of the burden of 
being responsible for everyone.

Aquarius
Jan 20 -  
Feb 18

This week, be diplomatic and 
tactful. If you're gentle with the 
more sensitive souls around 
you, relationships will deepen 
in ways that bring support and 
delight.

Cancer
June 21 - 
July 22

Your natural sensitivity makes 
you privy to insights that 
might, at times, feel more like 
burdens than gifts. But if you 
keep things to yourself, they'll 
lead to magical opportunities.

Scorpio
Oct 23 - 
Nov 21

you've got the insight to in-
fluence a process that moves 
your life in a positive direction. 
By Solstice, you'll have confi-
dence that surprises you that 
you enjoy the festivities.

Pisces
Feb 19 - 
Mar 20

In your efforts to keep things 
as harmonious as possible, 
you risk sacrificing your own. 
By honouring your deepest 
feelings, you'll do your best for 
everyone.

This week’s horoscope

THANKS FOR A

GREAT WEEK

CULTURAL HERITAGE

Preliminary Field Reconnaissance

Archaeological Impact Assessments

Excavation and Site Assessments

Tel: (250) 378-1864
2025-Unit A Granite Ave., Merritt

Tel: (250) 378-1864 
2025 Granite Ave., Merritt

9th winter artisan show
The Nicola Valley Arts Council has 

expanded their artisan gift shop hours: 
Mondays 10am-5pm, Tuesdays closed, 
Wednesday-Saturday 10am-5pm, and 
Sundays 12-4pm.

They have a great selection of hand-
made gifts and treasures, something for 
everyone on your list. Stop by and sup-
port the Nicola Valley talent this holiday 
season. The shop will be open with the 
new extended hours until Dec 23, 10am-
2pm on Tuesday, Dec 24. The Arts Centre 
will be closed Dec 25 - Jan 7.

Permit renewal time
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Community
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offer tours on December 17 & 18. Riders will meet the bus at Merritt City Hall, 2185 
Voght Street, ahead of the 6pm. departure time. Tickets for this 2-hour bus tour are $5. 
Contact Merritt Transporation Society, reserve by calling 250-378-4080.
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ber 15 — the first starting at 2:30pm at 
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ENVIRONMENTAL

Water Monitoring, Fish and Aquatics

Wildlife Monitoring, Terrestrial Services

Environmental Planning

Environmental Reporting
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The Citxw Nlaka’pamux Assembly is currently seeking 
applicants for the following positions:

• Certified Professional Accountant (CPA)
• Communications Coordinator

Community-based positions:
• Ashcroft Community Engagement Coordinator
• Boston Bar Community Engagement Coordinator
• Nooaitch Community Engagement Coordinator

We will provide training and professional development to 
support the right candidate. We believe in initiative, respect 
and community values. If you have some of these qualities  
and believe you would be of value to our organization, then  
we want to hear from you!

Please follow the link to view our job postings: 
https://employment.cna-trust.ca/job-postings_join_our_team.htm

Please submit your cover letter and resume to:
Citxw Nlaka’pamux Assembly
Email: HR@cna-trust.ca 
or In-Person: 2025 Granite Ave, Merritt BC

We are pleased to announce that we have more job 
opportunities to join the Citxw Nlaka'pamux Assembly. 
Please visit our website to view the following job postings 
available:

Archaeologist

Cultural Heritage Logistics Coordinator

Geoscientist

Cultural Heritage Technician - Summer student

Cultural Heritage Technician

Interested applicants are encouraged to submit their cover 
letter and resume to:

Citxw Nlaka'pamux Assembly
Email: HR@cna-trust.ca  
In-Person: 2025 Granite Ave, Merritt, BC  

We offer competitive wages, benefits, pension, internal 
training, and professional development to support the right 
candidate. We believe in initiative, respect and community 
values. If you have some of these qualities and believe you 
would be of value to our organization, then we want to hear 

from you!

Please follow the link to view our job 
postings: https://employment.cna-trust.ca/
job-postings_join_our_team.htm

The Citxw Nlaka’pamux Assembly is currently seeking 
applicants for the following positions:

• Certified Professional Accountant (CPA)
• Communications Coordinator

Community-based positions:
• Ashcroft Community Engagement Coordinator
• Boston Bar Community Engagement Coordinator
• Nooaitch Community Engagement Coordinator

We will provide training and professional development to 
support the right candidate. We believe in initiative, respect 
and community values. If you have some of these qualities  
and believe you would be of value to our organization, then  
we want to hear from you!

Please follow the link to view our job postings: 
https://employment.cna-trust.ca/job-postings_join_our_team.htm

Please submit your cover letter and resume to:
Citxw Nlaka’pamux Assembly
Email: HR@cna-trust.ca 
or In-Person: 2025 Granite Ave, Merritt BC
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Persian
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