
Mayor Mike
A couple weeks ago, Merritt Mayor 

Mike Goetz was back in the news asking 
the Ministry of Education to delay clos-
ing a school for a year, as our population 
& economy seem to be improving.

That made me think about all the oth-
er times he has stepped forward, asking 
about and getting involved with issues 
that are not in a Mayor's immediate realm 
of 'jurisdiction' — hospital/health care, 
education, forestry, flood mitigation.

So I asked him why he does it.
He said: "I'm interested in the issues 

that affect people in the community. I ask 
for more information on behalf of my-
self, Council and residents. I want to get 
the correct answers so that Council can 
know the important points [of an issue] 
and then support the community." 

"If you don't say something [at the 
time the issue is raised] then it becomes 
the status quo", he said. ie. Emergency 
Dept. closes often enough, it becomes 
just the way it works... "And we don't get 
the service that we have paid for."

So he will soon be sending off another 
invoice to Interior Health for the amount 
equivalent to the 12 days in Merritt that 
the emergency dept. was closed.

"I don't expect to get the money," he 
says. But he does expect IHA to acknowl-
edge the sum, and perhaps it could go 
to fund additional spaces in medical or 
nursing schools, or into recruitment. 

And the sum affects the municipal 
budget. It can be equivalent to the dif-
ference between having to raise property 
taxes by 11.5%, instead of only 10.5%.

What has come out of it, though, is 
that 14 Mayors from communities with 
ongoing hospital closures have started 
meeting, and together they are getting 
more attention for their plight.

"[As a Mayor] I can phone up Minis-
ters, they take my calls. All Mayors have 
the ability to do that. And there is always 
an avenue or ability to make a change." 
Or at least to get change started.

"Merritt has a great Council. I have 
100% backing of the Council." And togeth-
er they are getting things accomplished. 

In the New Year, Mayor & Council 
will continue with projects they've been 
working on: addressing housing; refur-
bishing municipal venues (arena, pool, 
ball fields) and developing  more capac-
ity (softball & soccer fields); develop-
ing investment (light industry that will 
be friendly for the valley); and the new 
downtown revitalization project just re-
cently unveiled. 

Things are also happening around town — Mako Furniture, the AI Ctre, Exit 286, 
the hotel, the apartment, and Frank's last phase of the Grandview Heights develop-
ment. "This year, building permits are the highest they've been — ever." 

Holiday financial 
assistance available
for those who received Red Cross 
assistance after Nov 2021 flooding

The Canadian Red Cross is offering 
$1,250 in one-time holiday financial as-
sistance to eligible households that pre-
viously registered with the Red Cross 
due to the 2021 BC Floods and Extreme 
Weather Event, and received assistance.

This financial assistance is being of-
fered to help with recovery-related costs 
and the added expenses that may come 
with the holidays and winter season, as 
well as to support the mental health and 
well-being of impacted communities. 

The Canadian Red Cross have started 
contacting eligible households — direct-
ly by email or by phone — with more 
info regarding the holiday financial as-
sistance, which will be available until 
January 16, 2026.

FMI call the Canadian Red Cross at 
1-800-863-6582 Monday-Friday 8:30am-
4:30pm, bcfloodrecovery@redcross.
ca or check their website: redcross.ca/ 
2021BCFloods

Community
Christmas Lights Tour 

Merritt Transit System will hold their 
annual Christmas Lights Tour Dec 15, 
16 & 17, 6pm. You must pre-book & pay 
by noon on the day of the tour, $5 which 
will be donated to the NV Food Bank. To 
reserve a seat, visit Merritt Transit Sys-
term office at City Hall or call 250-378-
4080. Meet at the City Hall parking lot at 
5:45pm, depart 6pm, for 2-hr tour.
LNIB Santa parade 

The Lower Nicola Band Santa parade 
will be held Thurs, Dec 18, starting at 
5pm. The parade starts at Rocky Pines 
Community Centre, winds down Ab-
erdeen Rd, through Lower Nicola, then 
along Hwy 8, and through Shulus.
Baker & craft market 

Friday December 19, 3-8pm there will 
be a market with St Nick, plus 10 ven-
dors at the Lower Nicola Community 
Hall, 2383 Aberdeen Rd.
Merritt Christmas bird count

The Nicola Naturalists are running 
the 27th annual Christmas bird count in 
Merritt — Saturday Dec 20th. You don’t 
have to be an expert birder - each group 
has a knowledgable leader. A great way 
to learn the winter birds. FMI or to reg-
ister email:  nicolanaturalists@gmail.com 
or phone 250-378-2468.
Rediscovered Treasures 2.0  

The Rediscovering Treasures Show is 
a gallery fundraiser to find new homes 
for forgotten or unwanted art. Give these 
works a new chapter. Please donate any 
art you would like to find a new home 
for, to be part of the Rediscovering Trea-
sures 2.0, a silent auction fundraiser Jan 
7-31, 2026. Drop off your donations at 
the NV Arts Centre, Mon-Sat 10am 5pm 
& Sun 12noon-4pm, by Dec 24, 2025.
Polar Bear Swim

Start the year off at Nicola Lake on 
Highway 5A on January 1 at noon, near 
N’kwala Beach for the polar bear swim. 
Also accepting donations for the NV 
Food Bank.
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Winter ArtisanShow & Sa e

Gifted
A CHRISTMAS A CHRISTMAS 
ARTISANS SALEARTISANS SALE

 • One -of-a-kind  One -of-a-kind  
     handmade treasures     handmade treasures

 • Thoughtful gifts for  Thoughtful gifts for  
everyone on your listeveryone on your list

A cozy, festiv�  
atmosphere filled 
with creativity 

and cheer
• Find something  Find something  
  beautiful, support    beautiful, support  
    local makers, and      local makers, and  
       wrap up your         wrap up your  
           holiday!             holiday!  

NOV 17 - DEC 24, 2025NOV 17 - DEC 24, 2025
C O M E  V I S I T  T H E  G A L L E RY  AT  T H E  N I C O L A  VA L L E Y  A RT S  C E N T R E

CHRISTMAS HAS COME EARLY

at

What's the difference between the Christmas alphabet and the ordinary alphabet? The 
Christmas alphabet has Noel.

How do you know Santa is real? You can always sense his presents.
Who does Santa call when his sleigh breaks down? The Abominable Towman.

What do you call Santa when he’s on a break? A Santa pause.
Where do Santa's elves go swimming? The North pool.

What did the English teacher call Santa's helpers? Subordinate Clauses.
What is Santa’s primary language? North Polish.

To book  250-936-9200
www.desertdivasanddonsspa.com

1751 Granite Ave., Merritt ~ by appointment only

-Luxury Facials 
-Head Spa
-Weight loss
-Real non-surgical facelift
-Lymphatic drainage 

massage 
-Skin Tightening
-RF microneedling
-Wart, skin tag, mole removal
 -Trifractional skin resurfacing
-Stretch mark removal
-Skin peels
-Scar removal
-LED therapy 
-Red light therapy
-Pain relief
-Custom medical facials

-Laser hair removal
-Stem cells/Peptides
-IPL Age spots, rosacea
-Vein removal
-Medical grade skincare & 

products
-Skin tightening, brightening
-Dermaplaning
-Mesotherapy
-Eczema, psoriasis, acne and 

most other skin conditions

OUR SERVICES:

Christmas gift cards 
available

LAST MMM OF 2025

DECEMBER 19

1ST MMM OF 2026

JANUARY 5

TEL 378-5717

MARKET@UNISERVE.COM

Open 
Monday 
through 
Friday

9am until 
4pm

#1 - 2152 Quilchena Ave. Merritt

Evelyn Smyth
Passed December 14, 2025

Evelyn Smyth passed away peace-
fully on December 14, 2025. She is sur-
vived by her husband, three children, 
and cherished grandchildren. The fam-
ily will gather for a celebration of her 
life in the spring. In place of flowers, 
donations may be directed to the Alz-
heimer Society of British Columbia. 
The family would also like to thank the 
staff at the Merritt Hospital and Kam-
loops Hospital for the excellent care 
Evelyn received.
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 sales

INDOOR MOVING SALE 4-4101 
Belshaw Street, Jan 9 & 10 10am-6pm

personal

GOING AWAY ON HOLIDAYS? Nd 
someone to care for your home or sml 
farm? call Bill, reliable, honest 315-3621
LOST: keychain with change purse. 
Navy blue arrowhead beadwork w/ lan-
yard, Ford key & PO key, ID in change 
purse (status card & care card), between 
Post office & Black's on Nov 24. Please, 
just need ID back. 525-0406
NA MEETINGS are held each Tues & 
Thurs 7pm at the United Church, 1899 
Quilchena Ave.
MISSING: 2 sets of 2 silver matching 
keys & 1 single key w/ blank photo tag 
attached. Call/text Gilbert 250-828-0582
DO YOU PLAY VIOLIN? Join our 
string ensemble group.  Practice Wednes-
days evenings. Text Cecilia 315-0022
ALANON (for friends & families of al-
coholics) every Monday @ 6pm Trinity 
United Church Hall
ELKS EVENTS: Every Wednesday 
Bingo, doors open 11am, ends 3pm. Ev-
ery Friday Nite Bingo, doors open 4pm, 
ends 10pm. 1701 Coldwater Ave.
AA MEETINGS Wed., Fri., Sat. At 
7pm, Mon. Noon at Trinity United 
Church, 1899 Quilchena Ave.

services

NEED CORPORATE planning, busi-
ness wealth account, collateral loans, key 
person insurance, etc 778-630-0323
DOG GROOMING (All Sizes ). I have 
a few openings for new clients, located 
off Iron Mountain Road... please text or 
leave a message  604-220-7353
TC PAINTING, licensed, insured. Re-
turning to work, taking small jobs for 
now. Or if more time, we can discuss. 
Tina 604-767-4866
NEED HELP AT HOME? I offer pro-
fessional, flexible, reliable, friendly, and 
dependable cleaning and caregiving ser-
vices. Please call or text: 250-879-5383
JOE, THE COMPUTER GUY. Repairs, 
upgrades, on-site service 604-377-0274
SHELLY'S BANNOCK & Catering & 
other goodies 936-8368
SCRAP FOR CASH. I'll come to you. 
Batteries, brass copper, aluminum, stain-
less, wire. Call or msg 604-618-8710, or 
the middleman@shaw.ca Fast service,
CERTIFIED TREE FALLER, w/ wd 
chipper, sml truck & trailer, will do resi-
dential, fruit trees, etc. 378-6431
EAGER, RELIABLE man w/ 4x4 truck 
& trailer, avail. Dump runs, deliveries, 
plywood, sand, gravel, appl., housewares 
Greg 315-7525, (250)320-2054 Fast, 
courteous service

employment opportunity

LIST YOUR JOB. List your employ-
ment opportunity here, no charge. 250-
378-5717, market@uniserve.com

for sale - appliances

FRIGIDAIR stove, 2 yrs old $250obo. 
Vitara fridge, 10 mos. old $400obo. 
Amana washer & dryer, 4 yrs old $300/
pr obo 280-0543
FREEZER, smaller approx. 2'x4'. Cal-
vin 778-586-8362
COUNTERTOP dishwasher, hardly 
used, 3 yrs old $300 250-289-4759
FREE: 4-brnr prop. range (604)312-1954
APT-SZ washer & dryer (not stacking) 
primo condition $260 280-0543
A/C  $100. Calvin 778-586-8362
WASHER/DRYER $250, wshr fairly 
nw, front load 280-0543
MICROWAVE $30 378-0838
ARCTIC AIR a/c 5000btu 18.5wx-
15.5dx12"h $25. Kenmore a/c 12,000btu 
18wx15dx22 $100. Wshr/dryer $300/
pr. Elect. fireplace w/ remote $100. Gas 
stove, dbl oven, Americana $150. Inglis 
fridge $75 315-0415

for sale - automotive

4 MICHELIN A/T tires 275-65-R18, 
tires were take offs, lk nw $400 280-0769
95 CHEVROLET Crew Cab Pickup 
Truck $1500obo 315-0011 Aspen Grove
1991 FORD F150 4x4 378-7124
1969 MALIBU classic car, original owner, 
grt cond, less than 5000 mi. on rebuilt mtr, 
mild cam, total miles 65,500, yellow w/ vi-
nyl roof, always garaged $15,000 378-6260
4  SALIUN tires 205/55/R16 M+S, used 
for 5 months $225 378-2226 after 5pm

SET OF 4 TIRES, good rims, 245-17 
winters for Ford $400. Calvin 778- 
586-8362
ALUM. dry box combination tonneau 
cover for full size pickup truck with 6 ft. 
box. $450obo. 315-2080
PARTING OUT: 2010 Ford F150, Lots 
of good stuff, Various prices or take truck 
for $700 Text  250-936-8982
TIRES: Five 185/65R15 snowflake. 
Two 215/65 17" wntr snowflake M&S.  
Two 215/55R17 winter snowflake. Four 
195/65 16" snowflake. Four 185/65R15 
winter studded, brnd nw. Rick 936-8885
2005 DODGE 1500 4x4 SLT, auto, quad 
cab, 4 tires w/ snowflake last yr, gd glass, 
vry gd cond, vry reliable, lots work done, 
220,000km, $8000obo. Greg 315-7525

for sale - pets / livestock

5 HUGE cages - birds, chinchilla. Pigs' 
food in exchange 936-8371
6-8 PIGEONS with a good metal roost 
for them, to give away. 378-4947
30-GAL. fish tank, LED lights, 2-in-1 
filter pump, bubble pump, gravel, or-
naments, fish net, hand-held cleaner for 
glass $250 315-3981
CAT TREE 33” tall, good quality and in 
good condition $60. Cat Carrier,collaps-
ible,new W11 ½” x H 11” x L 16”  $45. 
250-434-8378
4 MONTH OLD female puppy King 
Charles Cavaliere cross Beagle adorable,  
gentle and loving.   Needs a new home. 
$700. Doreen 250-499-5667
6 FT HINGED plastic dog  ramp (astro 
turf lined for traction) $95. Large well 
built dog house (insulated, aluminum 
roof, wavey-edged cedar siding) $150 
firm. Large Petmate portable plastic  dog 
kennel $135. Earl 378-5038
MUSKOVY & Cayuga ducks 378-4476
2 MALE kittens to grt homes 250- 
682-2012
FREE windfall apples for pigs or chick-
ens. Bring 5-gallon buckets and we'll fill 
them for you 378-2410
DOGGY DUPLEX, plywood with metal 
roof, 55"Wx37"Dx39"H, with two doors 
17"x17" each. $50 378-2410
PITBULL puppies born Feb 28, ready 
now. Andrew 778-538-3682
FREE: Lonesome ringneck male dove 
w/ outdr cage. Hawk got mate 378-3496

for sale - miscellaneous

LOOKING FOR GRT XMAS GIFT?  
4 hand-painted poinsettia red wine glass-
es, just add a bottle of wine, $50. Joanne 
778-389-9365
HEAD mount cougar rug, offrs. 378-5038
4 cork boards, 4'x6', exc cond. 280-0543
PR LADIES Hunter boots, madder pur-
ple, sz 7, gd cond $50. 378-1843 aft 5pm
100s PAPERBACK books to give away 
free, for whoever will come to get them 
315-9803, diananorgaard63@gmail.com
C-PAP machine 315-22           57
FREE FIREWOOD: willow not the best 
firewood, fine once dry, about 1/2 to 2/3 
of a cord, 1475 Cleasby St help yourself.
FREE 4 burner propane range w/ lrge-
oven. Free wht dble porcelain kichen 
sink. Free wht bthrm sink - 4". Kane Val-
ley Area but can drop off 604-312-1954
WINDOWS, aluminum frames, various 
sizes. Plywood 3/4" tongue & groove.  
Regular plywood, 1/2" Aldo 378-2832
ORANGE hearing aid batt. 70 for $10 
378-5691
UNPASTEURIZED raw honey: $40 for 
8 cups, $20 for 4 cups, $10 for 2 cups, $5 
for 1 cup. 378-4947
GRANNY’S House Quilting & Retreat 
has sewing notions from Pat's Patches 
378-3734 

for sale - furniture

DOUBLE BED with box spring, frame, 
stands and set of sheets, gd condition just 
no room $125obo. 4 bar stools, like new 
$125 all 4 obo. Pedestal sink $40. Rock-
ing chair $40. 2 swivel rocking chairs, 
light rose in colour, very nice looking 
$375obo. 378-7333
SOLID WOOD kitchn tbl, 2 leaves, 6 
chairs $85 378-1835
WOOD table w/ 6 chairs, 2 leafs, exc 
shape $300obo. Other furniture: dressers, 
china cabinet, etc. etc. 280-0543
HARDWOOD tbl & chairs $50obo. 
Solid hardwood dresser & mirr. $50obo 
Debra 250-718-3740
DLX high-back leather padded desk/of-
fice chair, lk nw $100 378-9169

2 GRAVITY Chairs $50 each 936 8387
FILE CABINET 4 drawer legal size 
$75. Oak queen headboard and bed 
frame $25. Matching oak large dresser 
with mirror $75. Royal Dalton Country 
Roses china set $300. Bob 250-574-3598
HIDE-A-BED $50obo. Rocking chair 
$15. TV stand $10. 378-8838
for sale - electronics/software

4 - TV’S 48", 41", and 2 32-inch. Phone 
for price 378-7333
2 CARVER 1.0t amplifiers, tested & 
working, new rebuilds $500 ea 378-6260
SIRIUS RADIO w/ access., nw cond 
$100 378-9169

for sale - recreational

MUECCI  pool cue w/ case, brnd nw. 
value $800+, sell $600 hlangeloo46@
gmail.com
6" & 8" manual ice augers $50 for both 
378-5038 
SHAKESPEAR Wondertrol. 606 elec-
tric outboard motor with 12v battery and 
battery box $75 378-6787
WINCHESTER 3" mag Mdl 12 shot-
gun, rarely used/lk nw $850. Earl 378-5038
AIRSTREAM Trailer, 24 ft, 1971. Elec-
trical works, tires are good.   Small dent 
in outside roof, but nice little retro trailer 
$8500. e-mail wyndburr@outlook.com
ARCTIC CAT  500 ATV, 4wd, rmp & 
cvr, hnd wrmrs $3700obo Brian 280-2744
3-WHL e-bike, 90km total, pd $3450, sell 
$2700. 378-4572, snitch11@outlook.com
1987 TRAVELAIRE 16ft Recreation 
Trailer $4000. 2012 flatdeck utility trailer 
$1500. 2012 Haulrite 5/10ft utility trailer 
w/ ramp & boat rack $2500. 2003 utility 
trailer offrs. Utility trailer & camper 
$1000. Flat bottom boat $500. 2 electric 
motors $85. 315-0011 Aspen Grove
10' alum. boat, no leaks. $250obo 315-2080
BICYCLES, Various prices, Various siz-
es Text  250-936-8982

for sale - tools/equipment 

SNOW BLOWER, elect., wrks grt $60 
315-5946
EARLY 1950s tractor/front end loader, 
offers 378-7124
DELTA 2hp cabinet saw $800 378-6260
DELTA 10" table saw  with roll around 
kit, like new condition $450. 378-6787
2021 EQUIPT TRLR bumper pull, 20ft 
deck, tandem 14,000lb axles, exc shape 
$7500 315-3071
225V MILLER welder and cables. Oxy 
and Act gauges, 4 small tanks, hoses, bot-
tle cart  $200. 378-6787

wanted/wanted to buy

RECORDS, hockey cards, hunting 
knives, Johnny Cash memorabilit. Tom 
778-288-4095
SMALL wood dog house, 315-2249
WTD: CHEAP VEHICLE under $1000 
ASAP 280-3917
45-GAL. barrel, cln plstc or stl 378-6421
WANTED: free fixer upper bikes 
(Adult), free working dryer, clean smoke 
free hide-a-bed for spare room. 315-5437
OLD PRE-1980S boys type toys 250-
808-3579, totallytuned@iCloud.com 

for sale house/property

12X60 MBL HOME, must be moved All 
offers considered. Mess./text 315-7803

for rent

CUTE N COZY 2-bdrm one bath house 
within walking distance to downtown 
Merritt  Fully fenced yard, Pets consid-
ered. Looking for long term, References 
required  $1800 plus utilities,  Available 
December 15. Call/text 604-534-1401
2 BDRM bsmnt suite, newly reno'd 2 
yrs ago. 1 bth, F/S, w/d, shared yard, 
walking dist. to dwntwn. $1600/mo. incl 
gas & hydro. Jan 1. Questions/viewing  
280-2493
$1000/mo. kitchenettes 1 bdrm for stud-
nts only w/ 1 day/wk wrk outside or help-
ing. Disc. for 1 student.  Coin Laundry, 
free wifi/prkng/sat. tv w/ big channel line 
up, smart tv, free util./pest cntrl/high spd 
internet/movie & sports! 778-639-0323
3-BDRM townhouse, 1.5 bths, immed. 
$1800 280-5020
2-BDRM ste, 1-bth, n/p, n/s, 778-639-0244
RM FOR RNT Low. Nic. Shared ac-
comm. Hydro/nternet incl. $750. Senior 
or wrkng female only. Dam. deposit & 
refs req'd.  280-0779
FURN'D ROOM entuite bthrm, 11km 
west of Merritt, country setting 378-4476

connected agents
Rita Keskinen
Travel Consultant

1-877-523-7823 ext 623
rita.keskinen@travelbestbets.com

Local
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9th winter artisan show
The Nicola Valley Arts Council has 

expanded their artisan gift shop hours: 
Mondays 10am-5pm, Tuesdays closed, 
Wednesday-Saturday 10am-5pm, and 
Sundays 12-4pm.

They have a great selection of hand-
made gifts and treasures, something for 
everyone on your list. Stop by and sup-
port the Nicola Valley talent this holiday 
season. The shop will be open with the 
new extended hours until Dec 23, 10am-
2pm on Tuesday, Dec 24. The Arts Centre 
will be closed Dec 25 - Jan 7.

Permit renewal time
Dog licences & small fire permits  

must be renewed annually, and expire 
December 31 each year. A business li-
cence regular fee is $150, but there is a 
10% discount if paid by Dec 31 — and a a 
20% penalty if it is not paid by March 1. 

Community
Merritt Art Group at the Library 

The Merritt Art Group invites local 
artists to drop in for watercolour, oil or 
acrylic painting or sketching and draw-
ing.They meet every Tuesday, 10am-2pm 
at the Merritt Library. FMI call Gail 250-
378-9170, Shirley 250-378-9442, or talk to 
Claire at the Library. 
Nicola Valley Vendors Christmas 
market 

Saturday December 7, from 9:30am-
3pm at the Civic Center.
NVIT Christmas craft fair 

NVIT will hold its annual Christmas 
Craft Fair Dec 12 at both the Merritt and 
Vancouver campuses.
Christmas Lights bus tour 

The Merritt Lights bus tour runs De-
cember 15, for seniors homes, and De-

cember 16, for the public. If there are enough pre-registrations, Merritt Transit may also 
offer tours on December 17 & 18. Riders will meet the bus at Merritt City Hall, 2185 
Voght Street, ahead of the 6pm. departure time. Tickets for this 2-hour bus tour are $5. 
Contact Merritt Transporation Society, reserve by calling 250-378-4080.

One of the best  
parades ever!

Parade participants — on the floats & 
on the sidewalks — are all in agreement 
that Friday's parade was one of the best 
EVER!

More than 50 floats makes this one of 
the biggest in Country Christmas' histo-
ry, but the 'wow' factor was over the top!

Lights, costumes, kids, & big rigs 
made this one outstanding — one for the 
books! 

Momento
Jan Bislin & Jonathan Chan became 

friends as youngsters, attending music 
festivals & competitions. And togeth-
er they went on to study under one of 
North America’s leading string pro-
fessors, Taras Gabora. They also both 
attended at the prestigious Guildhall 
School of Music in London, where they 
formed Momento. 

Since then, they have toured inter-
nationally, performing in Switzerland, 
Scotland, Germany, France, Italy, Roma-
nia and Saudi Arabia and beyond.

Jan & Jonathan, both pianists & vio-
linists, will play two concerts in Merritt 
— while Jan visits his mom here, over the 
holidays. And it is an amazing opportu-
nity for Merritt, with their repertoire of 
classical, modern, jazz & gospel music.

Both concerts will be held Decem-
ber 15 — the first starting at 2:30pm at 
Trinity United Church, 1899 Quilchena 
Ave.; the second at Merritt Seventh-Day 
Adventist Church, 2190 Granite Ave., 
starting at 7pm. Tickets are by donation, 
suggested minimum $10. To reserve your 
seat, email Jan’s mom, Jana, at jana0209@
gmail.com or call 604-309-4823.

2037 Quilchena Avenue, Merritt BC        250-378-2155
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Country Christmas weekly special: 
CHRISTMAS KITCHEN

Spatulas, Plates, Towels, Cookie Cut-
ters, Mugs all 25% off, until Dec 5
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Me: It doesn't have a tail, so I'm pretty sure it's a hamster.  
Tech support: *sigh* Fine. Right click on your hamster...

I took an elevator up to the eleventh floor for a meeting. As I got out, the operator said "Have 
a good day, son." "Don't call me son," I said. "You're not my dad." He scratched his head, 

"No, but I brought you up, didn't I?" After my meeting, I got back on the elevator to go 
back down, and the same operator was there. I said nothing to him, but when we got to the 
ground floor, he said to me, "I'm sorry." "Because you thought you were my dad?" I asked 

him. He shook his head. "No, son, because I let you down."

Lilac W
atch 2024

On special this week
100% Canadian aa/aaa 

BarOn Of Beef rOasts    
Come check us out!

STORE HOURS
Tuesday to Friday 10am - 6pm

Saturday 10am - 5pm
2051 VOGHT ST., BEHIND KEKULI CAFE, MERRITT   250.378.5817

Many brands experience a
significant increase (as much as
33%) in sales after implementing
digital signage.

www.ExperienceMerritt.com
1-778-661-0879

DIGITAL SIGN
Tourism NIcola Valley

BOOK NOW

Tel: (250) 378-1864 • printing@kentem.ca
2025-Unit A Granite Ave., Merritt

Booklets, cards, posters, tickets, invitations,
Custom vinyl labels & stickers
Wide format prints & drawings

Full range of custom printing & design

M E R R I T T  M O R N I N G Please 
recycle

To book  250-936-9200
www.desertdivasanddonsspa.com

1751 Granite Ave., Merritt ~ by appointment only

Non-surgical facelift
Rapid weight loss
Hair restoration 
Laser hair removal
IPL age spots, veins, rosacea
Lymphatic drainage massage 
Wart, skin tag & mole 

removal
Custom luxury facials 

 Wrinkle removal/skin 
tightening 

LED light therapy
Stretch mark/scar removal

Spoil and Pamper your loved one  
this Christmas with a gift certificate 

for the ultimate in relaxation 
**$100 Gift Certificate** - Enjoy $110 in services! 
**$200 Gift Certificate** - Enjoy $240 in services! 
**$300 Gift Certificate** - Enjoy $400 in services! 
**$400 Gift Certificate** - Enjoy $550 in services! 
**$500 Gift Certificate** - Enjoy $750 in services! 

**$750 Gift Certificate** - Enjoy $1,200 in services! 
**$1,000 Gift Certificate** - Enjoy $1,600 in services!

Merritt Country Christmas 
Committee presents

NOVEMBER 
25 TO

 30, 2024

MERRITT ART GROUP
Merritt Library, Tuesdays 10am - 2pm

Welcomes

All Artists!

Enjoy the 
camaraderie of 
other artists

Interested? Contact Gail 250-378-9170 or Shirley 250-378-9442

Merritt Library
Every Tuesday
10am-2pm

Drop-in, casual, 
no charge

Work on your 
own paintings 
in a relaxed 
& supportive 
setting

Network with 
other artists

This is non-instructional, 

not a beginner’s class. 

Must have your own supplies

Aries
March 21 
- April 19

This week there will be obli-
gations to fulfill. But they'll be 
surprisingly easy to deal with. 
As long as you stay positive and 
open-minded, you'll handle any 
problems with style.

Leo
July 23 - 
Aug 22

This can be a season of very 
good will. By changing your 
attitude towards your responsi-
bilities, and thinking more posi-
tively about them, you'll be able 
to lighten your load, and find joy.

Sagittarius
Nov 22 -  
Dec 21

You can be a catalyst for open 
communication. By tuning into 
people's unvoiced expecta-
tions, you can anticipate prob-
lems, and smooth them over so 
that everyone has a good time.

Taurus
April 20 - 
May 20

Your determination to be fair 
(even when you're having fun), 
and wise (even when you're 
being silly), can be misunder-
stood. Expect to be appreciat-
ed for all your qualities.

Virgo
Aug 23 - 
Sept 22

With your strong communi-
cation skills, you'll be instru-
mental in creating harmony 
this week. You can persuade 
people to reach agreement, in 
so many social situations.

Capricorn
Dec 22 - 
Jan 19

This week, you're perfectly 
placed to make important con-
structive connections. Reveal 
your vulnerable side, and you'll 
build relationships that support 
you long into 2025.

Gemini
May 21 - 
June 20

As long as you're working for 
what you believe to be right, 
you'll be successful. If you keep 
open-minded, and are prepared 
to adapt your views, you can 
work transformational magic.

Libra
Sept 23 - 

Oct 22
This week brings developments 
that show you how much you're 
valued and appreciated. Posi-
tive affirmations will empower 
you to let go of the burden of 
being responsible for everyone.

Aquarius
Jan 20 -  
Feb 18

This week, be diplomatic and 
tactful. If you're gentle with the 
more sensitive souls around 
you, relationships will deepen 
in ways that bring support and 
delight.

Cancer
June 21 - 
July 22

Your natural sensitivity makes 
you privy to insights that 
might, at times, feel more like 
burdens than gifts. But if you 
keep things to yourself, they'll 
lead to magical opportunities.

Scorpio
Oct 23 - 
Nov 21

you've got the insight to in-
fluence a process that moves 
your life in a positive direction. 
By Solstice, you'll have confi-
dence that surprises you that 
you enjoy the festivities.

Pisces
Feb 19 - 
Mar 20

In your efforts to keep things 
as harmonious as possible, 
you risk sacrificing your own. 
By honouring your deepest 
feelings, you'll do your best for 
everyone.

This week’s horoscope

THANKS FOR A

GREAT WEEK

CULTURAL HERITAGE

Preliminary Field Reconnaissance

Archaeological Impact Assessments

Excavation and Site Assessments

Tel: (250) 378-1864
2025-Unit A Granite Ave., Merritt

Tel: (250) 378-1864 
2025 Granite Ave., Merritt

9th winter artisan show
The Nicola Valley Arts Council has 

expanded their artisan gift shop hours: 
Mondays 10am-5pm, Tuesdays closed, 
Wednesday-Saturday 10am-5pm, and 
Sundays 12-4pm.

They have a great selection of hand-
made gifts and treasures, something for 
everyone on your list. Stop by and sup-
port the Nicola Valley talent this holiday 
season. The shop will be open with the 
new extended hours until Dec 23, 10am-
2pm on Tuesday, Dec 24. The Arts Centre 
will be closed Dec 25 - Jan 7.

Permit renewal time
Dog licences & small fire permits  

must be renewed annually, and expire 
December 31 each year. A business li-
cence regular fee is $150, but there is a 
10% discount if paid by Dec 31 — and a a 
20% penalty if it is not paid by March 1. 

Community
Merritt Art Group at the Library 

The Merritt Art Group invites local 
artists to drop in for watercolour, oil or 
acrylic painting or sketching and draw-
ing.They meet every Tuesday, 10am-2pm 
at the Merritt Library. FMI call Gail 250-
378-9170, Shirley 250-378-9442, or talk to 
Claire at the Library. 
Nicola Valley Vendors Christmas 
market 

Saturday December 7, from 9:30am-
3pm at the Civic Center.
NVIT Christmas craft fair 

NVIT will hold its annual Christmas 
Craft Fair Dec 12 at both the Merritt and 
Vancouver campuses.
Christmas Lights bus tour 

The Merritt Lights bus tour runs De-
cember 15, for seniors homes, and De-

cember 16, for the public. If there are enough pre-registrations, Merritt Transit may also 
offer tours on December 17 & 18. Riders will meet the bus at Merritt City Hall, 2185 
Voght Street, ahead of the 6pm. departure time. Tickets for this 2-hour bus tour are $5. 
Contact Merritt Transporation Society, reserve by calling 250-378-4080.

One of the best  
parades ever!

Parade participants — on the floats & 
on the sidewalks — are all in agreement 
that Friday's parade was one of the best 
EVER!

More than 50 floats makes this one of 
the biggest in Country Christmas' histo-
ry, but the 'wow' factor was over the top!

Lights, costumes, kids, & big rigs 
made this one outstanding — one for the 
books! 

Momento
Jan Bislin & Jonathan Chan became 

friends as youngsters, attending music 
festivals & competitions. And togeth-
er they went on to study under one of 
North America’s leading string pro-
fessors, Taras Gabora. They also both 
attended at the prestigious Guildhall 
School of Music in London, where they 
formed Momento. 

Since then, they have toured inter-
nationally, performing in Switzerland, 
Scotland, Germany, France, Italy, Roma-
nia and Saudi Arabia and beyond.

Jan & Jonathan, both pianists & vio-
linists, will play two concerts in Merritt 
— while Jan visits his mom here, over the 
holidays. And it is an amazing opportu-
nity for Merritt, with their repertoire of 
classical, modern, jazz & gospel music.

Both concerts will be held Decem-
ber 15 — the first starting at 2:30pm at 
Trinity United Church, 1899 Quilchena 
Ave.; the second at Merritt Seventh-Day 
Adventist Church, 2190 Granite Ave., 
starting at 7pm. Tickets are by donation, 
suggested minimum $10. To reserve your 
seat, email Jan’s mom, Jana, at jana0209@
gmail.com or call 604-309-4823.

2037 Quilchena Avenue, Merritt BC        250-378-2155
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I took an elevator up to the eleventh floor for a meeting. As I got out, the operator said "Have 
a good day, son." "Don't call me son," I said. "You're not my dad." He scratched his head, 

"No, but I brought you up, didn't I?" After my meeting, I got back on the elevator to go 
back down, and the same operator was there. I said nothing to him, but when we got to the 
ground floor, he said to me, "I'm sorry." "Because you thought you were my dad?" I asked 
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All Artists!
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other artists
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Work on your 
own paintings 
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& supportive 
setting

Network with 
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Aries
March 21 
- April 19

This week there will be obli-
gations to fulfill. But they'll be 
surprisingly easy to deal with. 
As long as you stay positive and 
open-minded, you'll handle any 
problems with style.

Leo
July 23 - 
Aug 22

This can be a season of very 
good will. By changing your 
attitude towards your responsi-
bilities, and thinking more posi-
tively about them, you'll be able 
to lighten your load, and find joy.

Sagittarius
Nov 22 -  
Dec 21

You can be a catalyst for open 
communication. By tuning into 
people's unvoiced expecta-
tions, you can anticipate prob-
lems, and smooth them over so 
that everyone has a good time.

Taurus
April 20 - 
May 20

Your determination to be fair 
(even when you're having fun), 
and wise (even when you're 
being silly), can be misunder-
stood. Expect to be appreciat-
ed for all your qualities.

Virgo
Aug 23 - 
Sept 22

With your strong communi-
cation skills, you'll be instru-
mental in creating harmony 
this week. You can persuade 
people to reach agreement, in 
so many social situations.

Capricorn
Dec 22 - 
Jan 19

This week, you're perfectly 
placed to make important con-
structive connections. Reveal 
your vulnerable side, and you'll 
build relationships that support 
you long into 2025.

Gemini
May 21 - 
June 20

As long as you're working for 
what you believe to be right, 
you'll be successful. If you keep 
open-minded, and are prepared 
to adapt your views, you can 
work transformational magic.

Libra
Sept 23 - 

Oct 22
This week brings developments 
that show you how much you're 
valued and appreciated. Posi-
tive affirmations will empower 
you to let go of the burden of 
being responsible for everyone.

Aquarius
Jan 20 -  
Feb 18

This week, be diplomatic and 
tactful. If you're gentle with the 
more sensitive souls around 
you, relationships will deepen 
in ways that bring support and 
delight.

Cancer
June 21 - 
July 22

Your natural sensitivity makes 
you privy to insights that 
might, at times, feel more like 
burdens than gifts. But if you 
keep things to yourself, they'll 
lead to magical opportunities.

Scorpio
Oct 23 - 
Nov 21

you've got the insight to in-
fluence a process that moves 
your life in a positive direction. 
By Solstice, you'll have confi-
dence that surprises you that 
you enjoy the festivities.

Pisces
Feb 19 - 
Mar 20

In your efforts to keep things 
as harmonious as possible, 
you risk sacrificing your own. 
By honouring your deepest 
feelings, you'll do your best for 
everyone.

This week’s horoscope

THANKS FOR A

GREAT WEEK

ENVIRONMENTAL

Water Monitoring, Fish and Aquatics

Wildlife Monitoring, Terrestrial Services

Environmental Planning

Environmental Reporting

Tel: (250) 378-1864
2025-Unit A Granite Ave., Merritt

Tel: (250) 378-1864 
2025 Granite Ave., Merritt

The Citxw Nlaka’pamux Assembly is currently seeking 
applicants for the following positions:

• Certified Professional Accountant (CPA)
• Communications Coordinator

Community-based positions:
• Ashcroft Community Engagement Coordinator
• Boston Bar Community Engagement Coordinator
• Nooaitch Community Engagement Coordinator

We will provide training and professional development to 
support the right candidate. We believe in initiative, respect 
and community values. If you have some of these qualities  
and believe you would be of value to our organization, then  
we want to hear from you!

Please follow the link to view our job postings: 
https://employment.cna-trust.ca/job-postings_join_our_team.htm

Please submit your cover letter and resume to:
Citxw Nlaka’pamux Assembly
Email: HR@cna-trust.ca 
or In-Person: 2025 Granite Ave, Merritt BC

We are pleased to announce that we have more job 
opportunities to join the Citxw Nlaka'pamux Assembly. 
Please visit our website to view the following job 
postings available:

CNA - Boston Bar Community Engagement 
Coordinator

CNA - Community Lead - Special Projects
CNA - Elders Coordinator
CNA - ʔesknstwexʷ General Clerk
CNA - Harvesting Coordinator
CNA - Human Resources Support Clerk
CNA - Youth Coordinator

Interested applicants are encouraged to submit 
their cover letter and resume to:

Citxw Nlaka'pamux Assembly
Email: HR@cna-trust.ca  
In-Person: 2025 Granite Ave, Merritt, BC  

We offer competitive wages, benefits, pension, internal 
training, and professional development to support the 
right candidate. We believe in initiative, respect and 
community values. If you have some of these qualities 

and believe you would be of value to 
our organization, then we want to hear 
from you!
Follow the link: https://employment.
cna-trust.ca/job-postings_join_our_
team.htm

The Citxw Nlaka’pamux Assembly is currently seeking 
applicants for the following positions:

• Certified Professional Accountant (CPA)
• Communications Coordinator

Community-based positions:
• Ashcroft Community Engagement Coordinator
• Boston Bar Community Engagement Coordinator
• Nooaitch Community Engagement Coordinator

We will provide training and professional development to 
support the right candidate. We believe in initiative, respect 
and community values. If you have some of these qualities  
and believe you would be of value to our organization, then  
we want to hear from you!

Please follow the link to view our job postings: 
https://employment.cna-trust.ca/job-postings_join_our_team.htm

Please submit your cover letter and resume to:
Citxw Nlaka’pamux Assembly
Email: HR@cna-trust.ca 
or In-Person: 2025 Granite Ave, Merritt BC
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small batch hair & skincare products.

Custom orders and corporate orders welcome.

www.needlequill.com
breelepinewoodward@gmail.com

Connect and Play with the 
MERRITT PICKLEBALL CLUB!

Open play for all skill levels and a perfect way 
to stay active and make new friends. 

Call John (604)841-8911 • Gian (250)315-3376  
for more info or merrittpickleballclub@gmail.com

SPACE FOR YOUR AD
TEL 250---378-5717

MARKET@UNISERVE.COM

MERRITTMORNINGMARKET.COM

Post your classifieds…  Voice mail (250) 378-5717 , Email market@uniserve.com
Leave a comment online at our website: merrittmorningmarket.com

2051 Voght St., Merritt, BC     |   www.nicolavalleyarts.com    |   curator@nicolavalleyarts.com     |   250-378-6515

Nicola Valley Community  Arts Council

2051 VOGHT ST., 
ENTER BESIDE KEKULI CAFE

HOURS: 
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm

Sunday 12-4pm

Winter ArtisanShow & Sa e

Gifted
A CHRISTMAS A CHRISTMAS 
ARTISANS SALEARTISANS SALE

 • One -of-a-kind  One -of-a-kind  
     handmade treasures     handmade treasures

 • Thoughtful gifts for  Thoughtful gifts for  
everyone on your listeveryone on your list

A cozy, festiv�  
atmosphere filled 
with creativity 

and cheer
• Find something  Find something  
  beautiful, support    beautiful, support  
    local makers, and      local makers, and  
       wrap up your         wrap up your  
           holiday!             holiday!  

NOV 17 - DEC 24, 2025NOV 17 - DEC 24, 2025
C O M E  V I S I T  T H E  G A L L E RY  AT  T H E  N I C O L A  VA L L E Y  A RT S  C E N T R E


