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PRINTING ~v DESIGN

Wide format
Photos ¢ Posters
Maps ¢ Plans
Printing & Scanning

Tel: (250) 378-1864 © printing@kentem.ca
2025-Unit A Granite Ave., Merritt

the
LOCAL BUTCHER

YOUR IN-TOWN FULL SERVICE BUTCHER SHOP
e Top Quality Product at Competitive Prices
e Friendly Knowledgeable Staff
e Special Orders Welcome!

2051 VOGHT STREET, MERRITT BC, 250.378.5817

Local Florist, Morning Glory Maven

www.morningglorymaven.ca
or call/text 604.250.1151
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EXHIBITION April 8- May 2, 2026
ARTIST RECEPTION April 10

COME VISIT THE GALLERY AT THE NICOLA VALLEY ARTS CENTRE

HOURS:
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm
Sunday 12-4pm

Y @ ‘ Merritt
N

wwwnicolavalleyarts.com | curator@

2051 VOGHT ST,
ENTER BESIDE KEKULI CAFE

BRITISH
1BIA

Nicola Valley Community Arts Council

2051 Voght St., Merritt, BC

SKALULA FLOWER
FUNDRAISER,

or pink that bring lesting color to
‘gardens and planters.
One color only per flat.

in gardens, plenters, and hanging
i ‘white, or

ite,
pink One color only per flat.

°
indoor Foliage Trio

Pothos, colorful Tradescantia, and classic
i feelgood

and veggies for steady growth. Crafted
with organic granular kelp, this 10-15-19

To order
contact
Rusty,
250-315-9085 |

Atreat for kids & strawberry lovers, all
season long! With charming blossoms

Enjoy the simple joy of homegrown
Veggies. Varieties may include
tomatoes, cucumber, zucchini,

Aflavorful assortment of kitchen favorites.
| foreveryday cooking. Varieties may.
incluc

e besil, thyme, chives, mint, oregano,
porsley, and rosemry.

Deadline to order is April 23, delivery May 7
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EARTH DAY EDITION - APRIL 22, 2026 #4223
News, opinion, community events since 1996! Box 2199, Merritt, BC V1K 1B8
Tel: (250) 378-5717 Fax: (250) 378-2025 Email: market@uniserve.com

Semi trailer fire Community
starts wildfire & Skalula flower fundraiser
closes Coquihalla goin. Deadlin

flower fundraiser again. Deadline to or-
On Monday April 20, at approximately der is tomorrow Apr 23 and delivery May
9:06pm police received a 911 call reporting

7. To order, contact Rusty, 250-315-9085.
a semi trailer on fire on the northbound Barb's used book + music sale
lanes of the Coquihalla Highway near the The Kamloops Symphony Orches-
Coldwater Road exit.

tra’s twice a year fundraiser is on now
Frontline officers attended and located  yntil April 25, at the DoubleTree by Hil-
a trailer fully engulfed in flames on the

ton, 339 St. Paul St., Kamloops, open
right shoulder of the roadway, thatignited  \fon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 12noon-4pm.
the adjacent forested areas and starting a

€ ac The biggest and best sale of gently used
wildfire. . " books, CDs, vinyl, and more, all money

BC Wildfire Service was notified and 1 oic0 g goes directly towards the KSO +
attended to suppress t.he fire. Due to safe-  roy Music School to help support ev-
ty concerns, the Coquihalla Highway was erything from concert productions to ed-
shut down in both directions between e gl p
Hope and Merritt. It grew to 0.2 hectares, ucational programs. .
and is now listed under control. NV F?rmers Market gearing uP.

The BC Ministry of Environment said Nicola Valley Farmers Market is gear-
the trailer was hauling about 40 drums of a ~ ing up for their 2026 season. The first
resin used in spray foam insulation. Saturday of the season will be May 9.

“The drums were consumed in the fire,”  9:30am-1:00pm, and then open every
the ministry said in a statement. “The res- Saturday (weather permitting) until Oc-
in material is not classified as dangerous tober 10th. Interested applicants should
goods. There was no spill or release or resin  begin the process at www.nicolavalley-
and no waterways were impacted.” farmersmarket.com

The Ministry said salvage and clean-  (al| for submissions for May

up work was why the northbound lanes : _ ;
remained closed the next day. A ministry comm,umty qrt ShOW Re,ﬂ,ec“o,n
response officer was on site to monitor Artlsts are invited to participate in Re-
the work. flection, a collaborative art show to hon-
Drivers stopped in traffic near the truck =~ OUf the beauty, vitality, and irreplaceable
value of our lakes—and to elevate aware-

reported that explosions coming out of the
trailer "looked like fireworks, the smell was ~ ness of the urgent need to protect them
for future generations. To contribute art-

horrible".
Southbound lanes reopened early Tues- ~work, visit www.nicolavalleyarts.com/
Application. Artwork must be dropped

day morning; northbound lanes reopen at
7:05pm on Tuesday evening. off at the NVCAC Gallery Apr 29-May 2.

Hummer torched in apartment parking lot

On Sunday shortly after 2:30am, Merritt RCMP front-line officers responded alongside
the Merritt Fire Department to a report of a vehicle fire in the 1600 block of Wilson St.

The fire destroyed a black Hummer, caused damage to a second vehicle and a neigh-
bouring property. The fire is believed to be suspicious in nature, and police are continuing
their investigation.

Police went door to door in the neighbourhood at the time, and are asking if anyone
has information, or dash-cam or security video capturing activity around Wilson St be-
tween 2-3am to contact them at 250-378-4262. Information can also be provided anony-
mously through Crime Stoppers.

Rear View MMMirror - Wednesday April 26, 1995 #12

Anatomy of the bungled Black's burglary

Cast of characters

'Vinny' (not his real name) an aging burglar, clean for 5 years, his fragile stability sudden-
ly rocked when a son he hadn't seen for years shows up in Merritt needing a lot of guidance
and support.

David Quinn - local apothecary, friendly, hardworking, good humoured, not amused by
burglars dropping thru his roof. The Gods must be Angry.

Evans-Cockle - bit player, owner of nickle-and-dime coffee sheet he refers to grandly as
the Magnificent Merritt Morning Mirror.

Thousands of policemen with snarling dogs as large as bungalows - (Vinny's perception,
as seen from inside Black's Pharmacy, Sunday morning, roughly 3:00 a.m.)

2 a.m. Sunday, April 23. A beautiful night. Stars out, smell of smoke in the air from yard
burning in the day. Vinny, on Black's roof, realizes he should have dressed a little warmer.
Chopping through the roof warms him up. Tires him out. Vinny's not in the greatest shape.
The roof thicker than he expected. Finally, he breaks through, cleans up the hole, writhes
through ... and falls. He crashes against shelving, slams into the floor. The shocking entrance
isn't how he planned it, but all of Vinny's plans lately have been going astray. Vinny wants
to slow down his thinking, he wants to dull the physical pain that ruins some part of every
day, he wants something for the serious cough that gives him a head-ache. He 'shops' Black's.

"And I end up trippin' the goddamn alarm ... the screamers are going off, the fucking bell
is hammering ... " An extremely distracted Vinny gains an ounce of peace when he smashes
the alarm bell off the wall.

The police arrive within minutes.

Vinny finds the codeine-laced cough syrup. "I pop a couple of valiums and down some of
this cough syrup, and then I peek around the corner, and there's a cop at the door. They want
in." But they're not getting in until Vinny has taken care of his cough, his regular pain, and
the new pain from the fall. He drinks some more cough syrup.

The police can't find a key. They can't raise the owner, and conclude he's out of town. But
Mr. Quinn is in town, he's just disconnected - the phone jack filled with the computer plug
after an evening of surfing the internet, his pager turned off. Quinn sleeps soundly, like the
clear conscienced individual he is, as the drama unfolds at his store.

Vinny is starting to feel better. Sure, there's an edge of panic, but with enough drugs
in him maybe this whole thing will turn into a simple "Anatomy’ continued overleaf

I built a model of Mount Everest and my son asked, “Is it to scale?” | replied, “No."
“It’s to look at.”

How many fishermen does it take to change a lightbulb? Just one, but you should have seen
the bulb—it was this big!
An elephant gets on the bus and sits beside a man. The man looks shocked and says "wow!

This is the first time I've seen an elephant ride the bus!". To which the elephant replies "and it
will be the last, tomorrow my moped will be back from the repairshop".

BHlacks

Friendly, professional service
from people who care.

Serving the community for over 50 years.
[ f]
I 2037 Quilchena Avenue, Merritt BC

250-378-2155

After years of putting everyone else’s schedules first

DESERTIDIVAS & HONS
medical spa

it’s tillie for Mom to finally focus on herself

This Mother’s Day, give her the P
confidence to say goodbye to

the Little Things forever with our i
medical-grade treatments for:

Skin Tags & Moles, Age Spot

Eraser, Scar & Stretch M@

Revision B\
Pure Bliss & “Me-Time” \ _
Scandinavian Head Spa, The ~ |
Ballancer® Pro, OxyGeneo™
3-in-1 Super Facial

Get your “I Love You” gift card for// -
your Desert Divas & Dons
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nte?képmx handmade art, jewelry,
small batch hair & skincare products.
Custom orders and corporate orders welcome.

www.needlequill.com
breelepinewoodward@gmail.com

BAILLIE HOUSE
END OF SEASON

BAG SALE

FILL A BAG OF ITEMS FROM THE BAILLIE HOUSE
FOR ONLY $5!

Mar 31 2026 - April 30 2026, 10am - 3pm
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ENVIRONMENTAL

Water Monitoring, Fish and Aquatics

Wildlife Monitoring, Terrestrial Services

Environmental Planning

Environmental Reporting

Tel: (250) 378-1864
2025 Granite Ave., Merritt
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Box 2199, Merritt, BC V1K 1B8 T: (250) 378-5717 F: (250) 378-2025 E: market@uniserve.com

SALES
MOVING SALE, everything must
go. Sat Apr 18-Sun Apr 26, 9am-? 459
Woodward Ave., Lower Nicola
NEIGHBOURHOOD SALE, Castil-
lou & Munro Cresc. SAT Apr 25, 8:30-?
Multi-families

PERSONAL

WTD: someone to mow lawn on reg. ba-

7, N Citxw
) ¢ Nlaka’pamux
s Assembly
We are pleased to announce that we have more job
opportunities to join the Citxw Nlaka'pamux Assembly.
Please visit our website to view the following job postings
available:
CNA - Cook's Ferry Community Engagement
Coordinator
CNA - Engagement Specialist
CNA - Environment and Regulatory Coordinator
CNA - Human Resources Support Clerk
CNA - Property Caretaker (Live-In)
CNA - Youth Coordinator
Interested applicants are encouraged to submit their
cover letter and resume to:
Citxw Nlaka'pamux Assembly
Email: HR@cna-trust.ca
In-Person: 2025 Granite Ave, Merritt, BC

We offer competitive wages, benefits, pension, internal
training, and professional development to support the right
candidate. We believe in initiative, respect and community
values. If you have some of these qualities
and believe you would be of value to our
organization, then we want to hear from
you!

Follow the link: https://employment.cna-
trust.ca/job-postings_join_our_team.htm

sis, must have lwn lawnmower 378-7435
LOOKING FOR SOMEONE TO
HELP MOVE STUFF TO DUMP.
Have truck & man-power? 378-2047
POTTERY BY DIANE. One of a kind
hand crafted pottery on sale at Creative
Co., starting Mar 2. Some commissions
possible email diane.wandler@yahoo.ca
Next firing en of May, so send me your spe-
cial ideas. What would u like me to make?
LOST: keychain with change purse.
Navy blue arrowhead beadwork w/ lan-
yard, Ford key & PO key, ID in change
purse (status card & care card), between
Post office & Black's on Nov 24. Please,
just need ID back. 525-0406
NA MEETINGS are held each Tues &
Thurs 7pm at the United Church, 1899
Quilchena Ave.
ALANON (for friends & families of al-
coholics) every Monday @ 6pm Trinity
United Church Hall
ELKS EVENTS: Every Wednesday
Bingo, doors open 11am, ends 3pm. Ev-
ery Friday Nite Bingo, doors open 4pm,
ends 10pm. 1701 Coldwater Ave.
AA MEETINGS Wed., Fri.,, Sat. At
7pm, Mon. Noon at Trinity United
Church, 1899 Quilchena Ave.
SERVICES

LAUNDRY SERVICE IN MERRITT.
By appt only. call for appt to have your
laundry washed 378-1961

JPV ENTERPRISES: Landscaping -
lawn care, pruning, hedging, gardening.
Licensed, equipped. On Facebook. 250-
280-7077

SCRAP FOR CASH. I'll come to you.

FREE CLASSIFIEDS — Call 250 378-5717
or email market@uniserve.com

Batteries, brass copper, aluminum, stain-
less, wire. Call or msg 604-618-8710, or
themiddleman@telus.net Fast service,
TC PAINTING, licensed, insured. Re-
turning to work, taking small jobs for
now. Or if more time, we can discuss.
Tina 604-767-4866

NEED HELP AT HOME? I offer pro-
fessional, flexible, reliable, friendly, and
dependable cleaning and caregiving ser-
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COME VISIT THE GALLERY AT THE NICOLA VALLEY ARTS CENTRE
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Sunday 12-4pm
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vices. Please call or text: 250-879-5383
JOE, THE COMPUTER GUY. Repairs,
upgrades, on-site service 604-377-0274
CERTIFIED TREE FALLER, w/ wd
chipper, sml truck & trailer, will do resi-
dential, fruit trees, etc. 378-6431
EAGER, RELIABLE man w/ 4x4 truck
& trailer, avail. Dump runs, deliveries,
plywood, sand, gravel, appl., housewares
Greg 315-7525, (250)320-2054 Fast,
courteous service
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
LIST YOUR JOB. List your employ-
ment opportunity here, no charge. 250-
378-5717, market@uniserve.com
FOR SALE - APPLIANCES

ENERGUIDE frecaer, approx 70cf $50
315-5115
ELECTRIC stove/range, glass top,
convection oven, black $325. Kenmore
refridgerator, wrks gd $125 378-1680
DEEP FRYER still in box $25 378-5008
MICROWAVE new 1200W family size
Panasonic Genius $150 378-5394
FRIGIDAIR stove, 2 yrs old $2500bo.
Vitara fridge, 10 mos. old $4000bo.
Amana washer & dryer, 4 yrs old $300/
pr obo 280-0543
FREEZER, smaller approx. 2'x4". Cal-
vin 778-586-8362
COUNTERTOP dishwasher,
used, 3 yrs old $300 250-289-4759

FOR SALE - AUTOMOTIVE

hardly

4 SUMMER tires P265-65R17, gd shape
$400. QuickGrip winter tire chains
2G2229, brnd nw $65. 315-5115

Connect and Play with the
MERRITT PICKLEBALL CLUB!
Open play for all skill levels and a perfect way
to stay active and make new friends.
Call John (604)841-8911 + Gian (250)315-3376
for more info or merrittpickleballclub@gmail.com

Local
Agent

travel best bets

Rita Keskinen
Travel Consultant

1-877-523-7823 ext 623
rita.keskinen@travelbestbets.com

SET OF 15" tires, 205/70R15, very gd
shape $100 315-8087

SET OF 4 TIRES, gd rims, 245-17 win-
ters for Ford $400. Calvin 778-586-8362
4 MAG 15" rim & centre caps for Fod
Ranger, all gd shape 315-7771

4 MICHELIN A/T tires 275-65-R18,
tires were take offs, Ik nw $400 280-0769
95 CHEVROLET Crew Cab Pickup
Truck $15000bo 315-0011 Aspen Grove
ALUM. dry box combination tonneau
cover for full size pickup truck with 6 ft.
box. $4500bo. 315-2080

FOR SALE - PETS / LIVESTOCK

FEMALE Kkitten, ready to go to gd home
280-4763

PYRANEES/GERMAN  Shepherd x
Border collie mix puppies Raised out-
doors, lots of handling. Will make fan-
tastic family pets and yard alert systems
$300. First shots. Ready to go, call/ text
280-3536.

6-8 PIGEONS with a good metal roost
for them, to give away. 378-4947
30-GAL. fish tank, LED lights, 2-in-1
filter pump, bubble pump, gravel, or-
naments, fish net, hand-held cleaner for
glass $250 315-3981

6 FT HINGED plastic dog ramp (astro
turf lined for traction) $95. Large well
built dog house (insulated, aluminum
roof, wavey-edged cedar siding) $150
firm. Large Petmate portable plastic dog
kennel $135. Earl 378-5038
MUSKOVY & Cayuga ducks 378-4476
2 MALE Kkittens to grt homes 250-682-2012
PITBULL puppies born Feb 28, ready
now. Andrew 778-538-3682

FOR SALE - MISCELLANEOUS

ADJUSTABLE electric single hospital
Bed $50. Head, knees and height all vari-
able. 378-7442

WALL MOUNT bathroom sink, white.
Goose neck Kitchen tap. 2 black wall
sconces.(battery operated) 280-0005
WEDDING DRESS size 16. Grad dress
size 14 (red). 378-8838

FOR SALE/TRADE: feverfew plants
(good for headaches), catnip plants (good
for insomnia), tarragon plant, baby clove
currant bushes, rasberry canes, Italian
prune plum, heritage blue plum, Green-
gage plum baby trees, hollyhock for trans-
planting. 250-378-2410 Leave message.
WINDOWS GALORE, frames, various
sizes 378-2832

5-FT RUBBER plant $40 378-5008
HEAD mount cougar rug, offrs. 378-5038
4 cork boards, 4'x6', exc cond. 280-0543
PR LADIES Hunter boots, madder pur-
ple, sz 7, gd cond $50. 378-1843 aft Spm
UNPASTEURIZED raw honey: $40 for
8 cups, $20 for 4 cups, $10 for 2 cups, $5
for 1 cup. 378-4947

GRANNY’S House Quilting & Retreat
has sewing notions from Pat's Patches
378-3734

FOR SALE - FURNITURE

BUNK bd & mattresses, nw cond/used
vry little $400 315-5115

BRAND NEW 8§ inch foam mattress from
Wayfair $200. 280-0005

CREAM-col. leather loveseat & chair
S$150 778-834-3148, leparkerl751@
gmail.com

SMALL BLACK patio set $60 280-4763
VINTAGE Half Canopy single bed.
frame $75 378-6787

DOUBLE BED with box spring, frame,
stands and set of sheets, gd condition just
no room $1250bo. 4 bar stools, like new
$125 all 4 obo. Pedestal sink $40. Rock-
ing chair $40. 2 swivel rocking chairs,
light rose in colour, very nice looking
$3750bo. 378-7333

SOLID WOOD Kkitchn tbl, 2 leaves, 6
chairs $85 378-1835

FOR SALE - ELECTRONICS/SOFTWARE
4 -TV’S 48", 41", and 2 32-inch. Phone
for price 378-7333

SIRIUS RADIO w/ access.,
$100 378-9169

nw cond

Requirements:

FOR SALE - RECREATIONAL

2002 ADVENTURER Camper 8' (can
close tailgate) f/s, bathroom sink & toilet,
hot water tank, furnace. No leaks, Lots of
storage. 1,700 Ibs $6000 378-6475
OLDER CAMPER $3,500. All appli-
ances in working order. 9 ft Columbia
River. Text 250-315-7190
EXERCISE BENCH
weights. Offers 378-8838
2002 26FT. 5TH whl trailer, Corsair Ex-
cella, full slide, 2 mounted solar panels,
very clean, excellent shape. $98000bo.
378-6970. Two way hitch negotiable.
SHAKESPEAR Wondertrol. 606 elec-
tric outboard motor with 12v battery and
battery box $75 378-6787

CANVAS heavy bag with stand & gloves
$300. Kids' quad, needs some work
$100. Motorbike 2007 CRS 450, needs
work $1500280-4595

NORCO mountain bike. Comes with
kickstand and rear carrier $30. 936-8484
9.9HP & 2HP outboard motor $150/
both. 5th whl kingpin tripod $50. Alum.
boat motor $200. Left-hand golf club
set w/ bag, cart & access. $150. Free:
golf stand for 2 bags & access. 778-834-
3148, leparker1751@gmail.com

FREE: RV portable waste tank. 778-
834-3148, leparker]1751(@gmail.com

FOR SALE - TOOLS/EQUIPMENT

HUSQ. lawn trlr & seeder, nr nw $75
315-5115

HVY DUTY truck ramps $75. Quad
ramps $75 778-834-3148, lepark-
erl751@gmail.com

2 METAL GATES, 6’9 by 4' high, No
hardware $200. 936-8982

220 VOLT construction heaters, built in
thermostat, 2 avail. $50 each 378-8802
EARLY 1950s tractor/front end loader,
offers 378-7124

DELTA 10" table saw with roll around
kit, like new condition $450. 378-6787

WANTED/WANTED TO BUY

LOOKING FOR FREE fixer upper
bikes and power wheels. Don't take to
dump bring them to me. 936-8982
JIGSAW PUZZLES, 550pcs 378-5546
I PAY CASH for broken or no lon-
ger used gold & silver jewellery, coins
etc. Also looking for old lighters &
hunting or pckt knives. Call/txt Helena
778 538 9063

RECORDS, hockey cards, hunting
knives, Johnny Cash memorabilia. Tom
778-288-4095

FOR SALE HOUSE/PROPERTY

FOR SALE BY OWNER building lot in
Collettville (1420 Pine); +-12,000 square
feet, +-9,600 sq. ft. "buildable," $80,999.
FMI  michaelsasges@proton.me  604-
916-9289

12X60 MBL HOME, must be moved All
offers considered. Mess./text 315-7803

FOR RENT

1-BDRM fully-furnished in guest house,
beautiful setting overlooking NV, cable
inc. $1100/mo., n/children, n/p, n/drugs.
Paul 378-2337

2BDRM [-bath mobile home for lease,
Low Nic. Fned yrd, cntrl air, gas furn.,
May 15, pets considered, refs req'd,
$1650 + util . Call/text 604-534-1401
3-BDRM townhse, 2-bth, May 378-4392
WANTED: RENTAL May 1. Artisan/
Gardener (Retiree) & well mannered
Bdr Collie ISO tidy, smoke free, peace-
able, long term cabin/trailer/suite in or
near Merritt. Refs avail. Roslyn skylark
island@gmail.com
WAREHOUSE/SHOP for lease in
Low Nic, 1000 ft.> with 500 ft.> mez-
zanine, 12 x 12 overhd dr, radiant heat
& bthrm, gated compound. Call /text
604-534-1401

1-BDRM STE, avail. immed. 378-4392
ROOM & BOARD. Lrg furnished
bdrm, quiet neighbrhd, off street prkng
avail. Grt cook. ktchn & laundry priv.
Dog on site. $750, refs req'd. 315-9803

still in  box,

We are hiring!

Two full time YCW funded
summer student positions;
« Assistant Museum Curator
« Social Media Coordinator

« Be between 15 - 30 years old

« Legally allowed to work in Canada

. Want to help preserve and promote
the rich history of the Nicola Valley

Send your resume to nvma@telus.net, or stop in to apply!
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CULTURAL HERITAGE

Preliminary Field Reconnaissance

Archaeological Impact Assessments

Excavation and Site Assessments

Tel: (250) 378-1864
2025 Granite Ave., Merritt

FREE SERVICES
FOR IMMIGRANTS

Work BC 2099 Quilchena Ave, Merritt

April 9th
April 23th
May 7th

May 2ist
June 4th

CONTACT USs

e kate@Kkcris.ca - 250 6821718 o david.cazares@kcris.ca - 250 299 4930

e 1-866 672 0855 0 immigrantservices.ca

Funded by / Financé par.

BRITISH

Mg COLUMBIA

Immigration, Refugees  Immigration, Réfugiés
and Citizenship Canada et Citoyenneté Canada

[ L |

Welcome

Art Therapy in Merritt

Art Therapy sessions are now being offered by
Jennifer Chemago at The Nicola Valley Arts Centre

Jennifer is a certified Art Therapist
With The Vancouver Art Therapy Institute

For Further Information
Please visit www.arttherapywithjennifer.com
or email Jennifer at
jchemagoarttherapy@gmail.com

¥ ART THERAPY

WITH JENNIFER

SPACE FOR YOUR AD
TEL 250 378-5717
MARKET@UNISER VE.COM
MERRITTMORNINGMARKET.COM

CHECK OUT
OUR FEATURE
PHOTO
EVERY ISSUE,
ONLINE

lilacconspiracy.wordpress.com

I'm cuffed. Look at me."

378-5717 , market@uniserve.com Leaveacom

Anatomy of the bungled Black's burglary, continued nightmare. He can stop it by just waking up. But the nightmare isn't that serious yet:
he'll ride it out a little further. He finds a trap-door, opens it, drops into the basement, hides under a pile of boxes.

The police break in. Quinn's store is starting to have more holes in it than the O.]. defence. The dog goes to the candy counter, sniffing. (Vinny
stopped off at the chocolate bars earlier, for a little sugar rush). The dog tracks back from the candy to the trap-door. They open the trap and invite Vinny
to show himself. Vinny is deeply embedded in the nightmare, unaware that it's almost wake-up time. The excited dog leaps into the hole, finds Vinny in
two sniffs, and begins roughing him up. Vinny takes bites to the arm, the shoulder, the legs. The drugs in his system make the dog appear bigger, wilder.

Vinny says: "They cuff me, behind my back. Then this cop starts hammering me on the back with his baton. I'm yellin' "What the fuck are you doin?

Evans-Cockle looks at Vinny. Slightly built, maybe 5'8", possibly 140 Ibs. Very worn. Tired. He's only in his forties but clearly he's been over a lot of
rough roads. Listening to the old rounder review the bungled caper makes the hard-boiled paper-boy almost weep. It's such a minor tragedy. Hardly
worth a couple of lines in the major newspapers. But this guy, Vinny, who showed up at The Mirror just hours after getting bailed out Monday afternoon,
this guy is bent out of shape, he has tried hard to turn his life around, his life, so screwed up ...
common tale - the hard-luck story, deflected blame, bad luck, circumstances ...
be mixed in with the facts, Evans-Cockle always ends up feeling that the 'bad guys' were short-changed by tough, almost surreal, beginnings.

right from the beginning when he was a kid. It's such a
No matter how many times he's heard it, no matter how much bullshit may

To be continued next issue

[Editor: This story, published in issue #12 of the then-new & sizzling Merritt Morning Mirror, consolidated Gordon Cockle’s writer-legend status with
Merritt readers. The format was new, a blog before there was any such thing! And he took full advantage of the freedoms — the topics he was interested in, the
language for full literary impact, the imagination, the embellishment, the hyperbole, the stories from every nook & cranny of the community. And that was just the
start! The publication lasted 3 years, its legacy has lived on these past 30.]

market.com




