
Letter to the editor
OMG is our town 
becoming a jail?

Benches taken down... cages put up...
Maybe, just maybe instead of spend-

ing all the money on removing benches 
and putting up cages, put some money 
into finding a designated area for indi-
viduals who live on the street to go.

Instead of being the "BIG" guy and 
enforcing all the rules. Build a relation-
ship with some of the individuals, and 
you might find out that they aren't all 
that bad.

They are moms, dads, brothers, sis-
ters, aunts, uncles.

I get some people are tired of see-
ing individuals on the streets with their 
carts, drugs, and sleeping wherever BUT 
where are they to go?

There was in the paper stating that 
the police have attended many calls to 
the shelter.... not good, BUT why is this 
happening. Do the shelter staff have the 
training to diffuse the situation and if 
they don't why aren't they being trained 
to do so. This should be addressed with 
BC housing as to why the staff aren't 
doing their job properly. Community 
members call BC housing and ask the 
question.

One more point about the shelter...
it seems that only the "easy going" indi-
viduals can stay there. People shouldn't 
be on the streets they should be in the 
shelter. GET SOME TRAINING learn 
how to support individuals with mental 
health and drug addictions. Don't sit in 
your office, get out and associate with 
them. It looks like a jail, I understand 
that part of that is because of communi-
ty concerns, but the employees are not 
prison guards. Get out and support the 
residents, build a rela-

RCMP seek public 
assistance in  
locating Ryan Rogers

RCMP is seek-
ing public assis-
tance in locating 
Ryan Rogers, who 
was reported miss-
ing on July 8. He 
was last seen on 
June 20. Ryan is de-
scribed as 50 years, 
5 ft 10 in (178 cm), 161 lbs (73 kg), brown 
hair, brown eyes.

Anyone with information on the 
whereabouts of Ryan Rogers is urged to 
contact their local police, or Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS).

Community
FireSmart chipping 

Today, July 13, the City of Merritt is 
providing pick up for their free FireSmart 
chipping program for highly flammable 
trees and shrubs. This helps homeown-
ers remove hazardous vegetation from 
their properties, making them more re-
silient to wildfires. If you've got cedar 
hedges, juniper shrubs, mugo pine, co-
nifer branches and prunings (spruce, fir, 
pine) that are cut & ready for pick-up, 
contact firesmart@merritt.ca or 250-378-
5626 to get on their list. Check out the 
other requirements online at: www.mer-
ritt.ca/chipping/ The next pick-up day 
will be September 14.
Beautiful Nicola Valley Official  
Community Plan public hearing

TNRD will hold a Public Hearing in 
the TNRD Civic Building Boardroom on 
Thursday, July 16 at 1:30pm to consider 
Official Community Plan (OCP) Bylaw 
2899. Bylaw 2899 will 
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The Lilac Conspiracy
The Lilac Conspiracy was formed in 2003, in Merritt. The 
group, primarily resident artists, designers, educators & 
publishers, wanted to increase the awareness of the heri-
tage lilac bushes which are abundant in the Nicola Valley. 
These were brought west by settlers, and planted when 
Europeans first came to the valley, from the mid-1800s to 
1911 when Merritt was incorporated as a city. The heritage 
lilacs consist primarily of the common lilac (Syringa vulgar-
is), dark purple, and double white varieties.

Over the years, the Lilac Conspiracy has provided lilac slips 
from heritage plants, by donation, as an incentive to propa-
gate them & continue the old stocks in the community.

The Lilac Conspiracy
The Lilac Conspiracy was formed in 2003, in Merritt. The group, primarily resident artists,
designers, educators & publishers, wanted to increase the awareness of the heritage lilac
bushes which are abundant in the Nicola Valley. These were brought west by settlers, and
planted when Europeans first came to the valley, from the mid-1800s to 1911 when Merritt
was incorporated as a city. The heritage lilacs consist primarily of the common lilac 
(Syringa vulgaris), dark purple, and double white varieties.

Over the years, the Lilac Conspiracy has provided lilac slips from heritage plants, by
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Lilac Festivals in Merritt
The first lilac festival was held in 2004, in mid-May when the lilacs were bursting with colour
& fragrance in Merritt. It was an art & music event in a heritage warehouse in the down-
town area — a huge success with a Bohemian style. The event appealed to those who love
the flowers & enjoy art. Festivals were held each year until 2008, but ‘lilac awareness’ has
continued to be promoted through art posters during lilac time, and more recently at the
Baillie House Garden Fest.

The Merritt Lilac P  roject
The Merritt Lilac Project began in 2005 with Bill Vander Zalm donating well-started 4'-5' lilac
trees to the citizens of Merritt. Since that time, more than 5,000 lilacs have been planted in
our community, thanks to his generosity. With this gift, the variety of lilac trees is greatly en-
hanced, extending the blooming season by at least 2 weeks. The bushes are young still, but
continue thrive in our climate. They are an investment that will mature in the years to come!
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Please 
recycle

M E R R I T T  M O R N I N G

C O M E  V I S I T  T H E  G A L L E RY  AT  T H E  N I C O L A  VA L L E Y  A RT S  C E N T R E

2051 Voght St., Merritt, BC     |   www.nicolavalleyarts.com    |   curator@nicolavalleyarts.com     |   250-378-6515

Nicola Valley Community  Arts Council

HOURS: Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sunday 12-4pm

2051 Voght St.,  Enter beside Kekuli Cafe

Winter ArtisanShow & Sa e

NO UTILITY BILLS NO UTILITY BILLS 
EVERYTHING INCLUDED  EVERYTHING INCLUDED  
Bachelor Suites $1,099/MONTH 

Furnished $1,475
One Monthly Payment. No Surprise Bills.

✓ Utilities   ✓ WiFi   ✓ Cable 
✓ 50+ Senior Discount
Call/Text 604.657.3366

Yesterday I became a pilot I tripped over my cat and went flying.
First a truck carrying brand new file folders was highjacked, then a van loaded with post-it 

notes was stolen. Detectives believe the robberies are the work of organized crime.
Some people like to make breakfast in their underwear. I prefer to use a bowl.

What do you say when there’s an octopus in the bathroom? Sorry, it’s octupied.

Aries
March 21 
- April 19

This week brings an opportunity 
to engage with something (or 
someone) out of your comfort 
zone. Instead of focusing on 
what separates you, look for un-
expected points of connection.

Leo
July 23 - 
Aug 22

This week, you're invited to step 
back and view a situation from 
a new vantage point. The New 
Moon energy eases pressure 
and reboots your self-confi-
dence.

Sagittarius
Nov 22 -  
Dec 21

This week, you can reconnect 
with a forgotten source of en-
thusiasm. An unexpected de-
velopment reminds you why 
a particular dream mattered. 
Don't dismiss the feelings

Taurus
April 20 - 
May 20

This week, with so many fresh 
possibilities swirling, the wis-
est option is to be curious rath-
er than rush towards certainty. 
Allow events to unfold at their 
own pace.

Virgo
Aug 23 - 
Sept 22

This week, try looking at an 
issue that's testing your pa-
tience from a fresh angle. 
An unexpected insight could 
transform your perception of 
what's going on.

Capricorn
Dec 22 - 
Jan 19

This week highlights the im-
portance of emotional honesty. 
If you've been guarding certain 
feelings, here's a chance to 
express yourself in a way that 
strengthens a relationship. 

Gemini
May 21 - 
June 20

This week, don't make snap 
judgements about what equals 
success or failure. The cosmic 
climate is unusually changeable, 
and circumstances will evolve in 
surprising ways.

Libra
Sept 23 - 

Oct 22
This week an unexpected de-
velopment can alter your un-
derstanding of what's possible. 
Rather than an uncertainty, try 
seeing it as a gift. It's a new 
chapter on your life journey.

Aquarius
Jan 20 -  
Feb 18

This week, question an assump-
tion about what's supposedly 
sensible or necessary. A small 
act of self-permission could 
have surprisingly positive con-
sequences. 

Cancer
June 21 - 
July 22

This week marks the beginning 
of that kind of shift. As circum-
stances evolve, you'll find it 
easier to loosen your grip on a 
situation that's demanding too 
much emotional energy.

Scorpio
Oct 23 - 
Nov 21

This week invites a change of 
mindset. Instead of concen-
trating on what needs to be 
given, pay attention to what 
you can receive. An agreement 
can work in your favour.

Pisces
Feb 19 - 
Mar 20

This week, keep moving to-
wards a goal. Powerful cosmic 
influences are bringing unex-
pected opportunities and fresh 
inspiration. Stay committed to 
what matters most.

This week’s horoscope

Kids cuts 
30% off 

every 
Thursday 
      at...

2090 Granite Ave, Merritt 
(250) 280-2985



replace Bylaw No. 1450 as the new OCP 
for Electoral Areas “M” and “N.” The 
Plan captures area residents’ collective 
goals, vision of their future, and sets pol-
icies to implement long-range objectives.

FMI visit the OCP project webpage: 
tnrd.ca/nicola-valley-ocp  Anyone may 
make written submissions or presenta-
tion virtually (via Zoom) on this matter, 
which must be received at the TNRD 
Civic Building main office prior to 12:00 
pm on July 14, 2026. 
Music in the Square & Park 2026  

Every Thursday 6-8pm, free live 
music at Spirit Square or the bandshell 
in Rotary Park. Spirit Square: July 16 
JS Garcia Band, Jul 23 Ross Christopher 
Fairbairn, Aug 20 ZONNis. Rotary Park: 
Aug 6 The Out Seer, Aug 13 Merritt Mu-
sic Students, Aug 27 Outlaws and Lace.

Bring your own chair & picnic.
Counselling for Merritt residents 

The Canadian Mental Health Assoc. 
– Kamloops, in partnership with the 
Canadian Red Cross, is helping connect 
Merritt residents with qualified coun-
sellors for support related to the 2021 
floods. Up to 5 counselling sessions are 

available at no cost to eligible clients. Sessions must be completed before Sept. 30. 
FMI kamloops.cmha.bc.ca/our-services/merritt/
Nicola Valley Pro Rodeo The Nicola Valley Rodeo celebrates their 66th annual 
event this year. It's not too early to start thinking about entering a float in the Rodeo 
Parade on Friday, September 4, at 6:30pm, starting from Voght Park. Free live music 
Friday, September 4, 8pm at the Rodeo Grounds. Rodeo main event September 4-6, 
2026, 1-3pm (gates open at 11 AM) at the Rodeo Grounds, tickets will be available at 
Purity Feeds or nicolavalleyrodeo.com. Rodeo Weekend Street Market 10am  Satur-
day, 11am  Sunday. Rodeo Dance featuring Coquihalla Coyotes, Saturday 7pm-mid-
night, over 19, ticket required. FMI www.nicolavalleyrodeo.com

tionship with them. Another question 
to ask BC housing.

It also stated in the report that people 
are feeding individuals out their "back 
door" ..... are people not to eat, are they 
to go hungry......

We sit back in our cozy homes eating 
three meals a day, not having to worry 
about where our next meal is going to 
come from, not having to worry about 
having a safe place to sleep at night. We 
sit and complain about the homeless.

I get it's frustrating and we don't 
want our children to see what is going 
on BUT this could be your child out 
there one day. We think it would never 
happen to our child BUT it easily can.

WAKE UP MERRITT and DO 
SOMETHING...... get involved, attend 
meetings, talk to the city (if they will 
do anything except put up more barri-
cades). Throw out some ideas of what 
can be done to have the moms, dads, 
brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles that are 
on the street and maybe, just maybe we 
can find a safe place for the individuals 
on the street to be.

— Concerned Merritt resident
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SML OFFICE chair on wheels, no 
back. 315-5115
I PAY CASH for broken or no 
longer used gold/silver jewellery, 
coins etc.  Also old lighters, huntng 
or pckt knives. Call/txt Helena 778 
538 9063
LOOKING FOR FREE fixer up-
per bikes and power wheels. Don't 
take to dump, bring them to me.  
936-8982

for sale house/property

FOR SALE BY OWNER build-
ing lot in Collettville (1420 Pine); 
+-12,000 square feet, +-9,600 sq. ft. 
"buildable," $80,999. FMI michael 
sasges@proton.me 604-916-9289

for rent

NO UTILITY BILLS | EVERY-
THING INCLUDED. Bachelor Suites 
$1,099/mo. Furnished $1,475 One 
Monthly Payment. No Surprise Bills. 
✓ Utilities ✓ WiFi ✓ Cable ✓ 50+ Se-
nior Discount. Call/Text 604.657.3366

WTD: FULL-TIME working ten-
ants w/ refs, for 2-bdrm private suite 
936-9123
1-BDRM suite, fully furn'd, immed 
378-6899
3-BDRM twnhouse on Menzies, 1.5 
bths, fncd yrd, jul 1 $1600 280-5020
1-BDRM STE, fully furnished, 
avail. July 1 378-6899
2-BDRM bsmt suite, avail. end of 
July 378-4392
LOOKING to be a roomate, will 
pay my way. Barb 280-3917
RM & BRD. Lrg furn'd bdrm, quiet 
neighbrhd, off street prkng avail. Grt 
cook. ktchn & laundry priv. Dog on 
site. $750, refs req'd. 315-9803
WAREHOUSE/SHOP for lease in 
Low Nic, 1000 ft.² with 500 ft.² mez-
zanine, 12 x 12 overhd dr, radiant 
heat & bthrm, gated compound. Call 
/text 604–534–1401
ROOM for rent, 1 room, sep. bth, 
util incl $700, on Hwy 8 315-0109

personal

NEED SOMEONE to take care of your 
home & pets while you're on holiday? 
Bill, honest & reliable 315-3621
IN NEED OF reliable, caring & depend-
able plus experienced pet sitter?   What 
about someone to house sit while you’re 
away?   I and my teenager are available 
for pet and housesitting throughout the 
summer.  We both love animals and can 
possibly help out with that!  Please email 
or call 250-280-6096 between 830am 
and 630pm 7 days a week FMI.
WTD: someone to mow lawn on reg. ba-
sis, must have lwn lawnmower 378-7435
NA MEETINGS are held each Tues & 
Thurs 7pm at the United Church, 1899 
Quilchena Ave.
ALANON (for friends & families of al-
coholics) every Monday @ 6pm Trinity 
United Church Hall
ELKS EVENTS: Wed afternoon doors 
open 10:30am, games start 12noon Sun-
day afternoon/evening doors open 12pm, 
games start 2pm, 1701 Coldwater Ave.
AA MEETINGS Wed., Fri., Sat. At 
7pm, Mon. Noon at Trinity United 
Church, 1899 Quilchena Ave.

services

NEED GD, HARD-WRKNG person? 
I'm available. Reas. rates, disc for se-
niors. Lawn maint., clean-up, labour 
jobs, paint, etc. Calvin 778-586-8362
LAUNDRY SERVICE IN MERRITT. 
By appt only. call for appt to have your 
laundry washed 378-1961
SCRAP FOR CASH. I'll come to you. 
Batteries, brass copper, aluminum, stain-
less, wire. Call or msg 604-618-8710, or 
themiddleman@telus.net Fast service,
TC PAINTING, licensed, insured. Re-
turning to work, taking small jobs for 
now. Or if more time, we can discuss. 
Tina 604-767-4866
JOE, THE COMPUTER GUY. Repairs, 
upgrades, on-site service 604-377-0274
CERTIFIED TREE FALLER, w/ wd 
chipper, sml truck & trailer, will do resi-
dential, fruit trees, etc. 378-6431
EAGER, RELIABLE man w/ 4x4 truck 
& trailer, avail. Dump runs, deliveries, 
plywood, sand, gravel, appl., housewares 
Greg 315-7525, (250)320-2054 Fast, 
courteous service

employment opportunity

LIST YOUR JOB. List your employ-
ment opportunity here, no charge. 250-
378-5717, market@uniserve.com

for sale - appliances

APT. SZ freezer $100obo. Text 378-7560
COKE dispensing machine, pick up  
free 378-2047
AIR FRYER, newer model, barely used 
$25 Trish 315-5373
PANASONIC MPR-311DH/PA phar-
maceutical refrigerator, gd wrkng cond 
$5000, serious inq. only 778-930-0036
UPRIGHT freezer $50 378-0838
DIRT DEVIL vaccuum, RCA apartment 
size microwave- $25 each. 280-0779
ICE MAKING machine table top red in 
colour $50. 936-8717
PORTABLE washing machine, attaches 
to kitchen sink, brnd nw.   $350.   I can 
deliver to you house. Cecilia 315-0022

ENERGUIDE freezer, approx 70cf $50 
315-5115
ELECTRIC stove/range, glass top, 
convection oven, black $325. Kenmore 
refridgerator, wrks gd $125 378-1680

for sale - automotive

FREE: 4 15-IN summer tires on rims 
+ 1 older studded tire fit Pontiac Vibe 
hatchback 936-9123
2002 GMC Sierra 4X4 Pickup. New: 
shocks, battery, Clean vehicle, only 2nd 
owner, $2800 OBO  378-0032
2005 FORD F150 4x4 crew cab w/ can-
opy 5.4 V8 Triton 173000km good con-
dition $6000obo Gary 280-0105
FOUR 17" tires w/ rims & hubcaps 
$200obo 378-0838
2015 CHEV diesel flat deck 3500 crew 
cab, fuel tank, 4x4 $12,000 378-5460
1965 THUNDERBIRD 2-dr, hard top, 
orig. 89,000 miles, gold paint/camel 
leather inter., nw brks/tires/exhxt, reblt 
carb, best offer over $30,000 378-6421
2005 DODGE RAM hemi 4x4, gd tires, 
low miles, gd shape $7000 315-7525
4 SUMMER tires P265-65R17, gd 
shape $400. QuickGrip winter tire 
chains 2G2229, brnd nw $65. 315-5115
SET OF 15" tires, 205/70R15, very gd 
shape $100 315-8087
SET OF 4 TIRES, gd rims, 245-17 win-
ters for Ford $400. Calvin 778-586-8362

for sale - pets / livestock

2 BEAUTIFUL male kittens to gd 
homes, text 250-289-1212
FEMALE kitten, to gd home 280-4763
30-GAL. fish tank, LED lights, 2-in-1 
filter pump, bubble pump, gravel, or-
naments, fish net, hand-held cleaner for 
glass $250 315-3981
6 FT HINGED plastic dog  ramp (astro 
turf lined for traction) $95. Large well 
built dog house (insulated, aluminum 
roof, wavey-edged cedar siding) $150 
firm. Large Petmate portable plastic  dog 
kennel $135. Earl 378-5038

for sale - miscellaneous

SINGER treadle sewing machine, gd 
cond $100obo. Bombay entertainment/
tv stand $50. 378-0838
2 CORDS dried fir firewood, seasoned, 
split 315-0097
JUKEBOX + records, free. John 378-6138
FREE: bbq, glass picnic table 378-0838
PLANTS FOR SALE, Tomatoes - 
Beefsteak, Cherry.   Squash-   Zucchini, 
Kobacha, Butternut & Cooking Pump-
kin. $1.50 and up. Goji Berry $3-5. Lim-
ited  280-0779 
FREE CAMPING FIREWOOD. Large 
willow rounds. Needs splitting. Bring a 
maul. 250 936 9356
FOR SALE/TRADE: feverfew plants 
(good for headaches), catnip plants (good 
for insomnia), tarragon plant, baby clove 
currant bushes, rasberry canes, Italian 
prune plum, heritage blue plum, Green-
gage plum baby trees, hollyhock for trans-
planting. 250-378-2410 Leave message.
UNPASTEURIZED raw honey: $40 for 
8 cups, $20 for 4 cups, $10 for 2 cups, $5 
for 1 cup. 378-4947
GRANNY’S House Quilting & Retreat 
has sewing notions from Pat's Patches 
378-3734 

FREE: lava landscape rock, must orga-
nize transport. Ray 378-9169

for sale - furniture

ANTIQUE sideboard, mirror, 3 drawers, 
2 side cabinet doors $125. Kitchen table 
w/ 4 tall stool style chairs, solid pine, table 
has a hinge for attaching to the wall, folds 
flat. approx. 4' x 2' stands higher than a 
regular table, grt for limited space areas, 
projects, has unique vintage Ikea look. 
$165 Trish 315-5373
ANTIQUE dressing table $100 378-0838
3-PC SOFA set 378-4392
BUNK bd & mattresses, nw cond/used 
vry little $400 315-5115
SMALL BLACK patio set $60 280-4763
ANT. dresser on whls. Antique dressing 
tbl w/ chair. Like new loveseat 378-0838
FROSTED oak end table one drawer 
$30. FREE light oak cabinet just needs 
glass for doors and shelves. 936-8717 
VINTAGE Half Canopy single bed. 
frame $75 378-6787
for sale - electronics/software

TV ON STAND $50 378-0838
GARMIN ETREX 22X GPS + acc. Lk 
nw, used twice $250obo. Gary 280-0105
32" SMART  tv w/ remote 280-4763
LEXMARK colour laser printer, brnd 
nw cond, lightly used for 1.5 yrs. Net-
work  & air print $160obo 280-4239

for sale - recreational

KZ SPORTSMAN mdl 2604, 28ft, 
2007 $16,000 378-2337
EQUINOX Canoe, older model, decent 
shape, 15ft.  $275 w/ 2 wooden paddles 
& 2 sml adlt life jackets. Trish 315-5373
AVION trailer, rare - forerunner of the 
Airstream, completely gutted, needs 
TLC outside, but good tires - windows 
good $3,500.00 takes it - under value - 
moving wyndburr@outlook.com
AIRSTREAM 1975, Everything works 
- windows good, door etc.  Needs new 
awning, has a few dents on the roof, 24 
feet. Priced below value at $8,000 takes 
it. wyndburr@outlook.com
22 FT. Macgregor sailboat drop keel, 
sails, rigging, trlr $1200 604-928-2517
2005 CITATION 5th-wheel 25-ft travel 
trailer, raised for clearance, gd cond, 1 
slide $5000 378-5460
1970 NORDIC 399 Skidoo, not running 
but compl. & regist'd $550 378-6421
2008 VICTORY Hammer motorcycle, 
lw miles, cherry/chrome, big tire in back, 
beautiful cruiser $7000. Greg 315-7525
SHAKESPEAR Wondertrol. 606 elec-
tric outboard motor with 12v battery and 
battery box $75 378-6787
OLDER CAMPER  $3,500.  All appli-
ances in working order. 9 ft Columbia 
River.  Text 250-315-7190
for sale - tools/equipment 

HUSQ. lawn trlr & seeder, $75 315-5115
2 METAL GATES, 6’9 by 4' high, No 
hardware $200. 936-8982
220 VOLT construction heaters, built in 
thermostat, 2 avail. $50 each 378-8802
EARLY 1950s tractor/front end loader, 
offers 378-7124
DELTA 10" table saw  with roll around 
kit, like new condition $450. 378-6787

wanted/wanted to buy

RECORDS, hockey cards, hunting 
knives, Johnny Cash memorabilia. Tom 
778-288-4095
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Check it out: www.merritt.ca/watering/

9th winter artisan show
The Nicola Valley Arts Council has 

expanded their artisan gift shop hours: 
Mondays 10am-5pm, Tuesdays closed, 
Wednesday-Saturday 10am-5pm, and 
Sundays 12-4pm.

They have a great selection of hand-
made gifts and treasures, something for 
everyone on your list. Stop by and sup-
port the Nicola Valley talent this holiday 
season. The shop will be open with the 
new extended hours until Dec 23, 10am-
2pm on Tuesday, Dec 24. The Arts Centre 
will be closed Dec 25 - Jan 7.

Permit renewal time
Dog licences & small fire permits  

must be renewed annually, and expire 
December 31 each year. A business li-
cence regular fee is $150, but there is a 
10% discount if paid by Dec 31 — and a a 
20% penalty if it is not paid by March 1. 

Community
Merritt Art Group at the Library 

The Merritt Art Group invites local 
artists to drop in for watercolour, oil or 
acrylic painting or sketching and draw-
ing.They meet every Tuesday, 10am-2pm 
at the Merritt Library. FMI call Gail 250-
378-9170, Shirley 250-378-9442, or talk to 
Claire at the Library. 
Nicola Valley Vendors Christmas 
market 

Saturday December 7, from 9:30am-
3pm at the Civic Center.
NVIT Christmas craft fair 

NVIT will hold its annual Christmas 
Craft Fair Dec 12 at both the Merritt and 
Vancouver campuses.
Christmas Lights bus tour 

The Merritt Lights bus tour runs De-
cember 15, for seniors homes, and De-

cember 16, for the public. If there are enough pre-registrations, Merritt Transit may also 
offer tours on December 17 & 18. Riders will meet the bus at Merritt City Hall, 2185 
Voght Street, ahead of the 6pm. departure time. Tickets for this 2-hour bus tour are $5. 
Contact Merritt Transporation Society, reserve by calling 250-378-4080.

One of the best  
parades ever!

Parade participants — on the floats & 
on the sidewalks — are all in agreement 
that Friday's parade was one of the best 
EVER!

More than 50 floats makes this one of 
the biggest in Country Christmas' histo-
ry, but the 'wow' factor was over the top!

Lights, costumes, kids, & big rigs 
made this one outstanding — one for the 
books! 

Momento
Jan Bislin & Jonathan Chan became 

friends as youngsters, attending music 
festivals & competitions. And togeth-
er they went on to study under one of 
North America’s leading string pro-
fessors, Taras Gabora. They also both 
attended at the prestigious Guildhall 
School of Music in London, where they 
formed Momento. 

Since then, they have toured inter-
nationally, performing in Switzerland, 
Scotland, Germany, France, Italy, Roma-
nia and Saudi Arabia and beyond.

Jan & Jonathan, both pianists & vio-
linists, will play two concerts in Merritt 
— while Jan visits his mom here, over the 
holidays. And it is an amazing opportu-
nity for Merritt, with their repertoire of 
classical, modern, jazz & gospel music.

Both concerts will be held Decem-
ber 15 — the first starting at 2:30pm at 
Trinity United Church, 1899 Quilchena 
Ave.; the second at Merritt Seventh-Day 
Adventist Church, 2190 Granite Ave., 
starting at 7pm. Tickets are by donation, 
suggested minimum $10. To reserve your 
seat, email Jan’s mom, Jana, at jana0209@
gmail.com or call 604-309-4823.
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Me: It doesn't have a tail, so I'm pretty sure it's a hamster.  
Tech support: *sigh* Fine. Right click on your hamster...

I took an elevator up to the eleventh floor for a meeting. As I got out, the operator said "Have 
a good day, son." "Don't call me son," I said. "You're not my dad." He scratched his head, 

"No, but I brought you up, didn't I?" After my meeting, I got back on the elevator to go 
back down, and the same operator was there. I said nothing to him, but when we got to the 
ground floor, he said to me, "I'm sorry." "Because you thought you were my dad?" I asked 

him. He shook his head. "No, son, because I let you down."

Lilac W
atch 2024

On special this week
100% Canadian aa/aaa 

BarOn Of Beef rOasts    
Come check us out!

STORE HOURS
Tuesday to Friday 10am - 6pm

Saturday 10am - 5pm
2051 VOGHT ST., BEHIND KEKULI CAFE, MERRITT   250.378.5817

Many brands experience a
significant increase (as much as
33%) in sales after implementing
digital signage.

www.ExperienceMerritt.com
1-778-661-0879

DIGITAL SIGN
Tourism NIcola Valley

BOOK NOW

Tel: (250) 378-1864 • printing@kentem.ca
2025-Unit A Granite Ave., Merritt

Booklets, cards, posters, tickets, invitations,
Custom vinyl labels & stickers
Wide format prints & drawings

Full range of custom printing & design

M E R R I T T  M O R N I N G Please 
recycle

To book  250-936-9200
www.desertdivasanddonsspa.com

1751 Granite Ave., Merritt ~ by appointment only

Non-surgical facelift
Rapid weight loss
Hair restoration 
Laser hair removal
IPL age spots, veins, rosacea
Lymphatic drainage massage 
Wart, skin tag & mole 

removal
Custom luxury facials 

 Wrinkle removal/skin 
tightening 

LED light therapy
Stretch mark/scar removal

Spoil and Pamper your loved one  
this Christmas with a gift certificate 

for the ultimate in relaxation 
**$100 Gift Certificate** - Enjoy $110 in services! 
**$200 Gift Certificate** - Enjoy $240 in services! 
**$300 Gift Certificate** - Enjoy $400 in services! 
**$400 Gift Certificate** - Enjoy $550 in services! 
**$500 Gift Certificate** - Enjoy $750 in services! 

**$750 Gift Certificate** - Enjoy $1,200 in services! 
**$1,000 Gift Certificate** - Enjoy $1,600 in services!

Merritt Country Christmas 
Committee presents

NOVEMBER 
25 TO

 30, 2024

MERRITT ART GROUP
Merritt Library, Tuesdays 10am - 2pm

Welcomes

All Artists!

Enjoy the 
camaraderie of 
other artists

Interested? Contact Gail 250-378-9170 or Shirley 250-378-9442

Merritt Library
Every Tuesday
10am-2pm

Drop-in, casual, 
no charge

Work on your 
own paintings 
in a relaxed 
& supportive 
setting

Network with 
other artists

This is non-instructional, 

not a beginner’s class. 

Must have your own supplies

Aries
March 21 
- April 19

This week there will be obli-
gations to fulfill. But they'll be 
surprisingly easy to deal with. 
As long as you stay positive and 
open-minded, you'll handle any 
problems with style.

Leo
July 23 - 
Aug 22

This can be a season of very 
good will. By changing your 
attitude towards your responsi-
bilities, and thinking more posi-
tively about them, you'll be able 
to lighten your load, and find joy.

Sagittarius
Nov 22 -  
Dec 21

You can be a catalyst for open 
communication. By tuning into 
people's unvoiced expecta-
tions, you can anticipate prob-
lems, and smooth them over so 
that everyone has a good time.

Taurus
April 20 - 
May 20

Your determination to be fair 
(even when you're having fun), 
and wise (even when you're 
being silly), can be misunder-
stood. Expect to be appreciat-
ed for all your qualities.

Virgo
Aug 23 - 
Sept 22

With your strong communi-
cation skills, you'll be instru-
mental in creating harmony 
this week. You can persuade 
people to reach agreement, in 
so many social situations.

Capricorn
Dec 22 - 
Jan 19

This week, you're perfectly 
placed to make important con-
structive connections. Reveal 
your vulnerable side, and you'll 
build relationships that support 
you long into 2025.

Gemini
May 21 - 
June 20

As long as you're working for 
what you believe to be right, 
you'll be successful. If you keep 
open-minded, and are prepared 
to adapt your views, you can 
work transformational magic.

Libra
Sept 23 - 

Oct 22
This week brings developments 
that show you how much you're 
valued and appreciated. Posi-
tive affirmations will empower 
you to let go of the burden of 
being responsible for everyone.

Aquarius
Jan 20 -  
Feb 18

This week, be diplomatic and 
tactful. If you're gentle with the 
more sensitive souls around 
you, relationships will deepen 
in ways that bring support and 
delight.

Cancer
June 21 - 
July 22

Your natural sensitivity makes 
you privy to insights that 
might, at times, feel more like 
burdens than gifts. But if you 
keep things to yourself, they'll 
lead to magical opportunities.

Scorpio
Oct 23 - 
Nov 21

you've got the insight to in-
fluence a process that moves 
your life in a positive direction. 
By Solstice, you'll have confi-
dence that surprises you that 
you enjoy the festivities.

Pisces
Feb 19 - 
Mar 20

In your efforts to keep things 
as harmonious as possible, 
you risk sacrificing your own. 
By honouring your deepest 
feelings, you'll do your best for 
everyone.

This week’s horoscope

THANKS FOR A

GREAT WEEK

CULTURAL HERITAGE

Preliminary Field Reconnaissance

Archaeological Impact Assessments

Excavation and Site Assessments

Tel: (250) 378-1864
2025-Unit A Granite Ave., Merritt

Tel: (250) 378-1864 
2025 Granite Ave., Merritt

9th winter artisan show
The Nicola Valley Arts Council has 

expanded their artisan gift shop hours: 
Mondays 10am-5pm, Tuesdays closed, 
Wednesday-Saturday 10am-5pm, and 
Sundays 12-4pm.

They have a great selection of hand-
made gifts and treasures, something for 
everyone on your list. Stop by and sup-
port the Nicola Valley talent this holiday 
season. The shop will be open with the 
new extended hours until Dec 23, 10am-
2pm on Tuesday, Dec 24. The Arts Centre 
will be closed Dec 25 - Jan 7.

Permit renewal time
Dog licences & small fire permits  

must be renewed annually, and expire 
December 31 each year. A business li-
cence regular fee is $150, but there is a 
10% discount if paid by Dec 31 — and a a 
20% penalty if it is not paid by March 1. 

Community
Merritt Art Group at the Library 

The Merritt Art Group invites local 
artists to drop in for watercolour, oil or 
acrylic painting or sketching and draw-
ing.They meet every Tuesday, 10am-2pm 
at the Merritt Library. FMI call Gail 250-
378-9170, Shirley 250-378-9442, or talk to 
Claire at the Library. 
Nicola Valley Vendors Christmas 
market 

Saturday December 7, from 9:30am-
3pm at the Civic Center.
NVIT Christmas craft fair 

NVIT will hold its annual Christmas 
Craft Fair Dec 12 at both the Merritt and 
Vancouver campuses.
Christmas Lights bus tour 

The Merritt Lights bus tour runs De-
cember 15, for seniors homes, and De-

cember 16, for the public. If there are enough pre-registrations, Merritt Transit may also 
offer tours on December 17 & 18. Riders will meet the bus at Merritt City Hall, 2185 
Voght Street, ahead of the 6pm. departure time. Tickets for this 2-hour bus tour are $5. 
Contact Merritt Transporation Society, reserve by calling 250-378-4080.

One of the best  
parades ever!

Parade participants — on the floats & 
on the sidewalks — are all in agreement 
that Friday's parade was one of the best 
EVER!

More than 50 floats makes this one of 
the biggest in Country Christmas' histo-
ry, but the 'wow' factor was over the top!

Lights, costumes, kids, & big rigs 
made this one outstanding — one for the 
books! 

Momento
Jan Bislin & Jonathan Chan became 

friends as youngsters, attending music 
festivals & competitions. And togeth-
er they went on to study under one of 
North America’s leading string pro-
fessors, Taras Gabora. They also both 
attended at the prestigious Guildhall 
School of Music in London, where they 
formed Momento. 

Since then, they have toured inter-
nationally, performing in Switzerland, 
Scotland, Germany, France, Italy, Roma-
nia and Saudi Arabia and beyond.

Jan & Jonathan, both pianists & vio-
linists, will play two concerts in Merritt 
— while Jan visits his mom here, over the 
holidays. And it is an amazing opportu-
nity for Merritt, with their repertoire of 
classical, modern, jazz & gospel music.

Both concerts will be held Decem-
ber 15 — the first starting at 2:30pm at 
Trinity United Church, 1899 Quilchena 
Ave.; the second at Merritt Seventh-Day 
Adventist Church, 2190 Granite Ave., 
starting at 7pm. Tickets are by donation, 
suggested minimum $10. To reserve your 
seat, email Jan’s mom, Jana, at jana0209@
gmail.com or call 604-309-4823.
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bilities, and thinking more posi-
tively about them, you'll be able 
to lighten your load, and find joy.
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tions, you can anticipate prob-
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(even when you're having fun), 
and wise (even when you're 
being silly), can be misunder-
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ed for all your qualities.
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people to reach agreement, in 
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placed to make important con-
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build relationships that support 
you long into 2025.
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As long as you're working for 
what you believe to be right, 
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open-minded, and are prepared 
to adapt your views, you can 
work transformational magic.
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This week brings developments 
that show you how much you're 
valued and appreciated. Posi-
tive affirmations will empower 
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being responsible for everyone.
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This week, be diplomatic and 
tactful. If you're gentle with the 
more sensitive souls around 
you, relationships will deepen 
in ways that bring support and 
delight.
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June 21 - 
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Your natural sensitivity makes 
you privy to insights that 
might, at times, feel more like 
burdens than gifts. But if you 
keep things to yourself, they'll 
lead to magical opportunities.
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Oct 23 - 
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you've got the insight to in-
fluence a process that moves 
your life in a positive direction. 
By Solstice, you'll have confi-
dence that surprises you that 
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In your efforts to keep things 
as harmonious as possible, 
you risk sacrificing your own. 
By honouring your deepest 
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ENVIRONMENTAL

Water Monitoring, Fish and Aquatics

Wildlife Monitoring, Terrestrial Services

Environmental Planning

Environmental Reporting
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The Citxw Nlaka’pamux Assembly is currently seeking 
applicants for the following positions:

• Certified Professional Accountant (CPA)
• Communications Coordinator

Community-based positions:
• Ashcroft Community Engagement Coordinator
• Boston Bar Community Engagement Coordinator
• Nooaitch Community Engagement Coordinator

We will provide training and professional development to 
support the right candidate. We believe in initiative, respect 
and community values. If you have some of these qualities  
and believe you would be of value to our organization, then  
we want to hear from you!

Please follow the link to view our job postings: 
https://employment.cna-trust.ca/job-postings_join_our_team.htm

Please submit your cover letter and resume to:
Citxw Nlaka’pamux Assembly
Email: HR@cna-trust.ca 
or In-Person: 2025 Granite Ave, Merritt BC

We are pleased to announce that we have more 
job opportunities to join the Citxw Nlaka'pamux 
Assembly. Please visit our website to view the 
following job postings available:

CNA - Billings and Collections Specialist
CNA - Boston Bar and Spuzzum Community 
Engagement Coordinator
CNA - Gardener
CNA - Junior nɬeʔképmx Coordinator 
(smuɬec)
CNA - Language Vitality Support
CNA - nɬeʔképmx Guardians Program 
Coordinator
CNA - Property Caretaker (Live-In)
CNA - Youth Coordinator
Interested applicants are encouraged to submit 
their cover letter and resume to:

Citxw Nlaka'pamux Assembly
Email: HR@cna-trust.ca  
In-Person: 2025 Granite Ave, Merritt, BC  

We offer competitive wages, benefits, pension, 
internal training, and professional development 
to support the right candidate. We believe in 
initiative, respect and community values. If you 
have some of these qualities and believe you would 
be of value to our organization, then we want to 
hear from you!

Follow the link: https://employment.
cna-trust.ca/job-postings_join_our_
team.htm

The Citxw Nlaka’pamux Assembly is currently seeking 
applicants for the following positions:

• Certified Professional Accountant (CPA)
• Communications Coordinator

Community-based positions:
• Ashcroft Community Engagement Coordinator
• Boston Bar Community Engagement Coordinator
• Nooaitch Community Engagement Coordinator

We will provide training and professional development to 
support the right candidate. We believe in initiative, respect 
and community values. If you have some of these qualities  
and believe you would be of value to our organization, then  
we want to hear from you!

Please follow the link to view our job postings: 
https://employment.cna-trust.ca/job-postings_join_our_team.htm

Please submit your cover letter and resume to:
Citxw Nlaka’pamux Assembly
Email: HR@cna-trust.ca 
or In-Person: 2025 Granite Ave, Merritt BC

Connect and Play with the 
MERRITT PICKLEBALL CLUB!

Open play for all skill levels and a perfect way 
to stay active and make new friends. 

Call John (604)841-8911 • Gian (250)315-3376  
for more info or merrittpickleballclub@gmail.com

Post your classifieds…  Voice mail (250) 378-5717 , market@uniserve.com      Leave a comment online at our website: merrittmorningmarket.com

Community continuedLetter cont'd

C O M E  V I S I T  T H E  G A L L E RY  AT  T H E  N I C O L A  VA L L E Y  A RT S  C E N T R E

2051 Voght St., Merritt, BC     |   www.nicolavalleyarts.com    |   curator@nicolavalleyarts.com     |   250-378-6515

Nicola Valley Community  Arts Council

HOURS: Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sunday 12-4pm

2051 Voght St.,  Enter beside Kekuli Cafe

Winter ArtisanShow & Sa e

nte?képmx handmade art, jewelry,  
small batch hair & skincare products.

Custom orders and corporate orders welcome.

www.needlequill.com
breelepinewoodward@gmail.com


